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"Tm sorry Borbora couldn't be \vith me 
here* She did tell me to get a beer and 
some cheese fries over ot Eskimo Joe's " 

k v —George H.W. Bush 
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If you're Looking for the far-away nearby, look to 
Lawton Fort Sill, with its great expanses of Land. ..and 
water! Lakes Ellsworth, Lawtonka, and the Lake 
Elmer Thomas Recreation Area, make ideal getaways. 
There's everything you need for a water escape: 
swimming, fishing, boating, and canoeing. It's just not 
true that the only fun beaches are on the coast. Come 
to Lawton Fort Sill, and you'll sea ... make that see 
what we mean! 






629 SW C Avenue 
Lawton. OK 73501 
580.355.3541 
800,872.4540 
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The renovated east 
gardens at the Phtlbrook 
Museum of Art 
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On the coven An original 
Eskimo Joe's T-shirt from the 
first batch of 72 sold at the 
bar's opening. Photograph 
by Steven Walker* 
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O verseeing a priceless collection 
ofartisr and University ofOkla- 
homa professor George Miksch 
Sutton s bird illustrations and paintings 
is a responsibility Norman resident and 
dentist Dr. William R. Johnson takes 
seriously The week before bis death in 
1982, Sutton left his friend a large body 
of original works. “1 took care of him the 
last two years of his life,” says Johnson of 
hts friend* “He knew he was dying* and 
the week before he died, he left the paint- 
ings in my care." Johnson lias loaned his 
Sutton collection to various publications, 
including Oklahoma Today (“Winged 
Glory," page 36) and the GU Press, which 
will publish a Sutton biography by Dr. 
Jerome Jackson next spring* 
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L ife on a thirty- five-acre Sand Springs 
firm could have provided Sheilah 
Bright with green thumb inspiration 
for a profile on the Philbrook Museum of 
Arts garden renovation (“Being There * page 
28), But an outbreak of the “tennis bug" 
and four goats have left her once- impressive 
vegetable garden in ruins* Despite gardening 
woes. Bright found die Philbrook renova- 
tion a delightful muse, “What impressed 
me most was the Philbrook staffs desire to 
make the garden an artistic extension of the 
museum, an outdoor gallery with changing 
light and fluctuating colors * she says* Bright 
has been an Oklahoma Today contributing 
editor for nearly eight years. 


T wen ry- fo ur-year-old Preston J ones s 
youth gave him the enthusiasm 
and energy he needed to keep up 
with Eskimo Joes owner Stan Clark (“The 
Eskimo & the Entrepreneur," page 46). “As 
a native Oklahoman, IVe been surrounded 
by Eskimo Joes T-shirts and plastic cups all 
my life" says Jones* “It was fascinating to 
nicer the people behind die smiling dog, loud 
music, and piping-hot cheese fries* Joes is as 
much a part of our stares fabric as red dirt 
or oil wells." Jones, entertainment editor at 
the Oklahoma Gazette, contributes to Urban 
Tulsa Weekly National Public Radio. The 
Oklahoma City resident enjoys walking his 
yellow Lab with girlfriend Carla Scott. This 
is his first Oklahoma Today feature* 



OKLAHOMATGPAY ■ JULY/AUGUST 2005 


COI UT\ IN TYRE. Production Manager 
KIM RYAN, Adivrtiiim Amount Executive 
LAURA REAM. Advertising Account Fxmitiue 
t ISA RRF.CKEN RIDGE. Accountant 
LA f S f\ | H ff M V Office Manager 
REGINA SMITH. Grmktkh Auatant 


Tourism and Heatniion 
KATHRYN L TAYLOR. Qthma Secretary 

ROBB GRAY, Executive Director 

‘tourism and RecmUim Commission 

I I. GOV. MARY FALUN, Chair 
ROBYN RAI SON. JENNIFER t iOLREKT, JOE HARWOOD. 
MELVIN MORAN. JJM SCHl JMPERT, FR ANK SIMS, and 
BECKY SWITZER 

To contact Oklahoma Today staff by ciraJ!; 

.iJvcnBiii^p(>Ebboimroibv.cw 

d rcu hrionGii>ktal tom atodaycum 
cd][onJ(*fciki,ih onnjtDdiy.com 

Oklahoma Today awardi include: 

2005 Maggie Award. EiLick & White Fditori.il Layout: ZflllA Silver 
District and Three Addy Awards; 200S IABC Award oLExcdlenoe, 
Feat Lire Writing: 21KM Oklahoma STJ First Place. fell urc Writ in& 
2003 iKMAGold for Rest Nature Ftaiutc 2003 Oklahoma SBj 
First Place. (Overall Excellence; 2003 Oklahoma SPJ Rm Place. 
Feature Witting; 2002 IRMA Gold lor Best lYnfile: Sierra Club 
Z0(1| Conserve Cn Journalism Award: IRMA Magazine of the Year. 
1991, VOX 1994* 19%: 1999 Ma Editorial Excellence Award; 
vm Wilbur Award 

For a comprckmhx lift iog on its oklaknwtodayctim. 

Ohlihotna Twhry 1 ISSN 0030-1892) is published bimonthly; in 
January, March, Mar, July* September, and November by rhcKtate 
of Oklahoma. Oklahoma Tourism and Recreation Deportment, I A 
North Robinson, Suite 1 00, Oklahoma Cirt; OK 73 J 02, POST- 
M ASTER: PERIODICAL POSTAGE PAID tN OKLAHOMA 
CITY, OK, AND ADDITIONAL ENTRY OFFICES. Send 
address change ic Qfdaftoma today Circulation, [)0* Bos 1468, 
Oklahoma Cits; OK "3102. Okld noma Ciiv Advertising Salts 
Office, PO. Box MGR, Oklahoma City. OK' ”3 1 112, |405) 52 b 
2496 or (800] 1 793, Suhscnprion prices: $ 1 9,95 per tear in 

the U.S. ; S29.95 per year outside U.S. U.S. copyright 2003 
by Oklahoma Today, Reproduction in whole or in part without 
permission i\ prohibited. Oklahoma Today h not responsible 
for the care and/or return of unsolicited manuscripts, artwork, 
photography, boob, or any other material submitted lor possible 
publication. Never send original photography, manuscripts, or 
artwork. In no evtiu shall submission of such unsolicited materia) 
subject Oklahoma Today to any claim for holding fees or other 
similar charges. Payment W upon publication. Visit Oklahoma 
Today on the internet at okiahom atoday.com. 

mQ|\ IRYk\ 

Vtu.^FM l*t nt IMM HV or VVffHN i SSwwr WSQCMMta 



4 









MEET OKLAHOMA 


Her name is Becky Drake. Married, a son away in 
college. Lives on a 2,000 acre ranch; raises wheat, 
corn, cattle. Charter member of the local FFA, 
Earned a degree in business* Loves to cook and 
travel. Went to work for a manufacturer of home 
improvement products in 1976. Came up through 
the ranks: Secretary, Office Manager, local 
Personnel Manager. Now, she is the Human 
Resources Manager responsible for employment 
policies, retirement benefits and healthcare plans 
for all the firm's national operations* 

Becky is just one part of Oklahoma's most 
treasured resource: our people- Those men and 
women that make our state great. Individuals that 
exemplify our native strengths of tenacity, 
integrity, and ingenuity. 

Like other economic development organizations 
in Oklahoma, we are tasked with recruiting new 
industries to our state* It's a complex and difficult 
job trying to convince a business to locate their 
operations here* But, it becomes a whole lot easier 
when they meet someone like Becky. 


RcJ Di-vtl, man u I tuner of rr.iilciiiml trial ntL-rutTCi' »nul impruviMtii’m pnfcJiiL fur p rp fa in fo niiU ►nul i* urn* ol more ilum 70 firmt pro^pvring. 9! MiJArru:rii.-j in 
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EDITOR 'SLETTER 


"You con try to be cool, but \ think if you hove to try, you're not/' 

— Cynthia Yerby, ten-time world arm-wrestling champion 


One Cool Cat 



C YNTHIA YERBY IS SIMPLY 
darling. 

I briefly met Yerby while art 
director Steven Walker photographed her 
for this issue. In the blink of an eye, I was 
able to ascertain that this woman is exciting, 
not necessarily because of what she does 
for a living or why shes appearing in the 
pages of Oklahoma Today, though that s 
infinitesimally cool, too. 

My snap judgment about the 
Wolf, Oklahoma, resident 
had more to do with the 
positive energy she 
projected and all it 
suggested about the 
way she thinks and 
how she lives her 
life. Then I read 
her OKT Profile 
(page 24) , and my 
suspicions were con- 
firmed. This woman, a 
ten-time womens world 
arm-wrestling champion, 
has a firm grasp on the life 
gig,” as a McAI ester friend of mine 
calls it. 

One of Yerby ’s most insightful observa- 
tions is as plain-spoken as it gets in these 
parts: You cant pretend to be cool. You 
either are or you are arent, Yerby is. And 
dare 1 say it, most everything else featured 


in this issue is cool, too. 

Stan Clark, owner of Eskimo Joes in 
Stillwater, may well deserve Oklahoma’s 
cool es t e n t rep re n e u r h o no rs ( page 46), 1 he 
Philbrook Museum of Arts gorgeous new 
gardens in Tulsa could garner top kudos 
for coolest urban respite (page 28), and the 
counter at J, M/s Restaurant in Eufaula is 
surely a cool place to get your eggs and 
bacon (page 44), And the beautiful 
mystery of ornithological migra- 
tion (page 36)? What song of 
nature is more compel- 
ling — and therefore 
cool — -than that? In 
fact, if you are a 
subscriber or news- 
stand buyer of 
Oklahoma Today , 
no doubt you think 
most everything 
stamped “Okla- 
homa” is cool. 

As our state enters its 
second centennial and the 
next millennium, a handful of 
future-oriented individuals have listened 
to the call of Oklahoma s talented work 
force, promising students, and emerging 
opinion leaders. We know what compels 
them to a place — green spaces, tolerance, 
quality of life, (For more on this, pick up 
the urban planners bibk- for the twenty- 


Cynthia Yerby's Cool Picks 

We asked the champ for her five favorite spots. 


1 . The Oklahoma Aquarium in 

Jenks: Tm especially in awe of 
the sharks," 

2. The Tea Room in Wewoka; "The 
strawberry cake is to die fort" 

3. Woo la roc near Bartlesville: "A 
truly beautiful place." 


4, The Wolf Sand Drags in Wolf: 
"A great place to race your four- 
wheeler, You couldn't find a place 
to have more fun." 

5 Robbers Cave near Wi I burton: 
"My sons, Josh and Mott, loved to 
go there when they were young." 



first century, Richard Florida's /he Rise of 
the Creative Class.) 

1 suspect there s another critical quality 
that makes a place alluring: Embracing that 
which is your own and recognizing it as 
cool. Do 1 even need to say 
it? Oklahoma, thank the 
heavens above, will never 
be another New York, 

Arizona, or Florida, 

But we can be the 
best Oklahoma there’s 
ever been, and that kind 
of ambition always requires 
focus and initiative. 

Governor Henry's EDGE plan works 
toward this. So do the Greater Oklahoma 
City Chambers Project Next Initiative, the 
Oklahoma Creativity Project, the Oklahoma 
Center for Nonprofits LEAD program, and 
dozens of other smaller, localized efforts. 
All of these groups' goals are predicated on 
the value of dialogue, with the end result 
of moving Oklahoma and its communities 
forward with truly original and innovative 
thinking, if you haven’t read the editorials 
or heard the buzz, know now that around 
here, this is the topic du jour. 

What is cool? If the jazz musicians of 
yesteryear had it right — they were the ones 
who popularized the term, of course — -then 
to be cool is to be understated, calm, at- 
tractive, excellent, and certainly, confident. 
We have a million things in Oklahoma to 
celebrate as legitimately and ultimately cool, 
Cynthia Yerby just one among them. Let’s 
embrace these Oklahoma assets, the subtle 
but sure-footed people, places, and things 
that underscore who we are. 

After all, as many have said, if you have to try 
too hard to be cool, you re probably not. 
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Champions 
of Health 


After the success of the inaugural event, we will be honoring more community health Champions 
with a special ceremony at the National Cowboy and Western Heritage Museum on October 5, 2005 
at 6:30 pm, with special guest speakers Roger Staubach and Drew Pearson. So make a note on 
your calendar for this special event, and nominate your 2005 Champion of Health by July 29th. Visit 
www.bcbsok.com to download a nomination form. To RSVP for the event or make a tax-deductible 
contribution to the Oklahoma Caring Foundation* by sponsoring a table, call 1 -866-876-4376. 

2004 CHAMPIONS OF HEALTH WINNERS 

Gordon H. Deckert, M , D, CHAMPION Of OKLAHOMA HEALTH * Bedlam Community Health Project CHAMPION 
OF THE UNINSURED * Schools for Healthy Lifestyles EDUCATION AND AWARENESS CHAMPION * Oklahoma 
State University Telemedicine Network CHAMPION OF HEALTH CARE IN RURAL OKLAHOMA * Choctaw Nation 
Preventive Health MINORITY HEALTH CHAMPION • Don Wilber, M.D, PROFESSIONAL HEALTH CARE CHAMPION * 

The Honorable Angela Monson LEGISLATIVE HEALTH CHAMPION * Lucille R, fancey AGELESS HERO ■ LeAnne 
Taylor HEALTH AND MEDICAL MEDIA CHAMPION • Chesapeake Energy Corporation CORPORATE HEALTH CHAMPION 



Presented by: Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Oklahoma 

*TT re Oklahoma Caring Foundation provides free immunizations and health benefits for Oklahoma children. 



FeedBack 


Top Gun 

I would like to thank the Oklahoma 
Today staff for the incredible Weather issue 
(May/June 2005). What a pleasure to read, 
and what beautiful photographs. You truly 
captured rhe many aspects of our state s 
weather and the people involved in it* 

We enjoyed working with the Oklahoma 
Today staff and appreciate the extensive 
factchecking of every element of the maga- 
zine. Your professionalism was exceptional 
and shows in the accuracy of rhe final prod- 
uct. As a rule, science stories are difficult 
to write* yet everyone involved did an 
outstanding job. This was one of the best 
pieces of written work weve participated 
in during rhe past decade. 

Weve already received a lot of mileage 
out of this issue. Copies have been de- 
livered to friends* family* and colleagues 
around the country. This was an outstand- 
ing effort on behalf of the Oklahoma 
weather community, and we know the 
story will only continue. 

Jeff Klmpel, Director 
NOAA Natl Severe Storms Laboratory 

NORMAN 


Snow job 

My congratulations on Oklahoma To- 
days Weather issue. Your writers and 
photographers have well portrayed one of 
Oklahoma’s greatest resources* its weather. 

I was very pleased that as you showed the 
hazardous side of Oklahoma’s weather, you 
also described how that same weather has 
produced one of the state's unique aspects* 
its weather industry. 

No other state can claim anything close 
to the depth and vigor of weather research* 
forecasting technology' development* and 
operational weather services found in 
Oklahoma, ft is an industry that attracts 
folks to Oklahoma; many of the graduates 
of OU s School of Meteorology' stay here to 
work hi the weather industry. 

All of this has come about because ol 
wise investments over the last forty-five 
years by the federal government, the state* 
OU* private industry* and Oklahomans. 

Again, congratulations on a great issue, 
John T* Snow, Dean 
OU College of Geosciences & Director, 
Oklahoma Weather Center programs 
NORMAN 



From the Weather Desk 

This is a stunning issue of Oklahoma 
Today . It will go down as a historic classic 
for your marvelous publication. 

1 am most proud to have a part in it. 
Thank you. A job well done. 

Mike Morgan 
Chief meteo ro log i st, K F ORTV 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

1 wanted to thank you for including me 
in the Weather issue of Oklahoma Today . 

I read it cover to cover and thought it was 
very well done. 

Frank Mitchell 
Chief meteorologist, KTUL-TV 
TULSA 

Poetry in Motion 

1 am an ardent reader of Oklahoma Today . 
The Weather issue* with its awesome cover 
of a tornado* interesting write-ups, and col- 
orful pictures* is very impressive. 

Most of all* being a lover of poems, l am 
bowled over by Fred Alsbergs “Oklahoma 
Winds cape*” so amazing and beautifully 
written. 1 wish the poet's picture and bio had 
been included on the contributors’ page. 
Again* thank you fora beautiful issue, 

Allen McClain 
NORMAN 

Girls, Interrupted 

The May/June 2005 weather issue of 
Oklahoma Today painted a clear picture of 
the dominance of males in meteorology. Al- 
though it is “raining” men in the broadcast 
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RE UND5£Y 


' The latest edition of Oklahoma Today magazine explores one of our state's most fascinating topics, the 
phenomenon oF Oklahoma weather/ — Governor Brad Henry in his column, "Our Oklahoma," May 2, 2005 


industry and there are many chiefs to hail 
in meteorology, it seems implausible that 
in our large Norman weather community 
there were no women worthy of at least an 
interview in this issue. 

I encourage teachers who use this magazine 
as a leaching tool to tell students that women 
are employed at all the institutions mentioned 
and that several of them hold leadership posi- 
tions, particularly m education. 

1 love your magazine and have been a 
loyal subscriber for years. 

Jeanne Tesch 
NORMAN 

Weather Central 

J have just read your fascinating 
Weather issue cover to cover l have lived 
away from Norman for almost seventeen 
years and was amazed that reading about 
tornadoes could make me so homesick. 

It is a tribute to the Oklahoma spirit that 
something so destructive could be turned 
into a major industry helping to save Lives 
throughout the United States. 

Jan Kerim 

ORLANDO, FLORIDA 


Blue Norther 

The May/June Weather issue is wonder- 
ful, I love to get my Oklahoma Today maga- 
zines and take them to work or show friends 
here in Kansas that they just need to drive a 
little ways south to be in the best state. 

Jeannette Coble 
WINFIELD, KANSAS 

Danny Boy 

The Weather issue was very interesting 
and included helpful information for the 
season upon us, 

[ had been missing Dan Threlkeld (“Its 
Raining Men**) and though r he was Okla- 
homa City s best TV meteorologist. 1 am 
glad to know where he is and that he is 
doing well. 

Sibyl Stavin 

CHOCTAW 

Bad Weather 

I was disappointed to look through the 
new issue of Oklahoma Today . The whole 
issue was the subject of tornadoes, h was 
depressing and scary. 

Most people are already well 


Temperature Readings 

Your editors letter {“As We Like It/ 
May/June 2005) was a nice and interesting 
bit of reflection, h makes me more appre- 
ciative of our "big sky country/ Lm sending 
it to my son in San Francisco. 

Don Smith 
OKLAHOMA CITY 

Your May/June issue on weather is, in a 
word, fabulous, 

Beverly R. Mag ley 
Editor, Montano Magazine 

HELENA, MONTANA 

He Knows Where He Is 

The elevators photographed are from 
the Vici Farmers Co-op in Dewey County 
/Where Are You?/ May/June 2005). I grew 
up in Woodward, which is fifteen or twenty 
miles north of Vici. My grandparents still 
live near Vici, and my unde was the elevator 
manager in Vici for many years. I still own 
the land near Woodward that I was raised 
on. It serves as my second home. 

Don Merrill 
TULSA 



informed about the sub- 
ject, In May and June, 
l want to know about 
how wonderful this state 
is and all the places of 
interest I can see here. 

Martha Lovrin 
ENID 


Ok/crfronia Today welcomes the views of 
readers. Letters are subject to editing ond 
must include name, address, ond a daytime 
phone number. Send fetters fa: Oklahoma 
Today , Attn: Editor, 15 North Robinson, 
Suite 100 f Oklahoma City, OK 73102, or 
fax to (405) 522-4588. Address electronic 
mail to letters@oklahamotoday.com. 


WHERE ARE YOU? 


AN OKLAHOMA TODAY CONTEST 

Oklahoma's most humble heroes — more than 15,000 men and 
women who serve as paid, volunteer, and retired firefighters— are 
honored at this memorial that symbolizes the courage they dem- 
onstrate on a daily basis. Artist Shahla Rahim! Reynolds designed 
this cast-iron sculpture with inspiration from her husband, a retired 
firefighter. Engraved at the base are 1 8 1 names of those who have 
lost their lives serving Oklahoma's more than 500 fire departments. 
In what museum, which attracts more than 25,000 annual visitors, is 
this memorial located? 

Mail entries to Oklahoma Today , "Where Are You?", 15 North 
Robinson, Suite 1 00, Oklahoma City, OK 73 1 02, or send responses 
toeditorial@oklahomatoday.com, Include your name and town. Entries 
must be received by July 1 0, 2005. Three winners drawn from correct 
entries will receive an Oklahoma Today T-shirt. The grain elevator in 
Vici was the May/June 2005 "Where Are You?" answer The winners 
are Jeanne Cole of Edmond, Cathie Rose oF Edmond, and Francis L 
Weedon of Yukon. 


LETTERS 



510 DEWEY AVE, B ARTIES VI LIE, OK • PHONE: 877.424.2424 • WWW.INNATPRICETOWER.COM 


COPPER 


Ad Ollfyd*0*g>. k'ioyd W/<P->HJr... 

Where the West was 


I n Bartlesville, Oklahoma, the 
town that oil built, you can see 
roaming herds of exotic animals 
on an oil barons vast ranch, 
explore Frank Lloyd Wrights only 
skyscraper, shop for unique treasures 
and experience the art, culture and 
history of the American West* 


Hart lew (lie Arirj Convention and Visitors Bureau 
201 5W Kcck-r • PO Uo* 2366 * Bartlewilk OK 74005 
877-273-2004 * 918-336-8708 


v 


i m 


Summer. Relaxation. Discovery* 


Inn at Price Tower and Copper Restaurant + Bar offer weekend getaways 
for all occasions. 


Mil N N at 

PRICE TOWER 


Romantic and event packages available. Call For reservations and 
availability. It will be an experience you won't soon Forget! 


www, VisitBartlesville.com 



PEACH, FRED W. MiARVEL t 


America is a land of opportunity, and don't ever forget if 

— Will Rogers 


J u I y B a s h 


By Megan Rossman 



Good almighty 
gumbot Bring your 
appetite for soul 
Food, because 
they'll be serving 
up raging Cajun 
dishes on the final 
day of (he Cajuri 
Festival at Grove's 
Civic Center, 9 a m. 


Begin your month 
or (he Oklahoma 
City Museum of 

Art Mid-Century 
USA: American 
Art & Design 

takes a look at 
American art from 
1940 to 1960 
Through August 21 . 


If the ideo of public 
speaking leaves you 
cold, lhaw out at the 

Speaking Singles 
Toastmasters 
Meeting in the 

Meeting Room by 
the food court in 
Tulsa's Promenade 
Mall 6:30 p.m. 


At (he Oklahoma 
Chrli Champion- 
ship. cooks will 
spice things up at 
the Joe B. Barnes 
Garden Council 
Pavilion in Midwest 
City. For chump 
change r give them a 
taste. 1 :30 p.m. 


Spend the day o( 
Heaven er Rune- 
Stone Slate Park 

Scenic views framed 
by shqcfy trees, 
winding trails, and a 
playground make it 
picnic-perfect. Stop 
by the gift shop on 
the way out. 


Celebrate Uberty- 
Fest in Edmond. The 
merriment begins 
with a downtown 
parade and activities 
at the University of 
Central Oklahoma, 
Glittering fireworks 
finish the day. 9 
o.m,-1 0:30 p.m. 


Not ready br (he 
patriotism to end? 
Head to Cleveland 

br the Freedom 
Celebration Ac- 
tivities and games 
in Feyodi Creek 
Pork will conclude 
with a fireworks 
show, 5 p.m. 


Learn about animals 
that go bump in the 
night at the Under 
Cover of Dark- 
ness Tour at the 
Wichita Mountains 
Notional Wildlife 
Refuge near Law- 
ton, 8:30 p.m. 


Sef the kids adrift 

at Soiling Smart 
Boat Camp at the 

Lake Thunderbird 
Boathouse in Nor- 
man. By week's A 
end, they'll 
captain ships with 
confidence. 9a.m. 

Through Saturday. 


Under (he Okemah 
skies, the Woody 
Guthrie Folk Fes- 
tival begins today. 
Dozens of musicians 
will perform around 
lown through Sun- 
day. Most concerts 
are free. 10 am- 
midnight. 


Don't wait until 
tomorrow to see the 
Children's Musical 
Theatre of Bartles- 
ville's production 
of Annie. The kids 
take center stage 
at the Bartlesville 
Community Center 
at 7 p.m. 


Do free peaches 
and ice cream 
sound sweet? Make 
your destination 

the Porter Peach 
Festival for art, 

entertainment, and 
plenty of the fuzzy 
fruit. Noon Through 
tomorrow 


Peruvian treasures 
make their lost 
appearance in 
Tulsa today at the 
Gilcrease Museum 
in Machu Picchu: 
Unveiling the 
Mystery of the 
Incas 10o.rn.-5 


You don't have to 
cross oceans to see 
koalas. The euca- 
lyptus lovers ore at 
the Tulsa Zoo oil 
month. Check out 
the other Aussie 
natives, including 
wallabies and emus. 


Does your back 
yard lack lushness? 
Get fresh landscap- 
ing ideas at (he 

19th Annual 
Water Garden 
Tour across 
Oklahoma City. 9 
a,m.-6 p.m. 


Walk like an 
Egyptian to the 
Omni Dome in Okla- 
homa City to see 
the new big-screen 
film, Mystery of 
ftie Niie Four 
showtrmes today 
Through March 
2006. 


It's Poetry Night 

at ihe Benedict 
Street Marketplace 
in Shawnee. If 
you're not reading 
your work, try filling 
your mouth with 
one of the 

restaurant's gourmet 
sandwiches. 8 p.m. 


Sing along to 
The Rock & the 
Rabbi, o musical 
about the adven- 
tures of Jesus and 
the apostle Paul,, a! 
the Tulsa Performing 
Arts Center Tonight, 
7:30 p.m. Through 
July 31. 


They're packing 
heat at the Farmer's 
Market at the Musk- 
ogee Public Library. 
Cast your vote at 
the Solsa Tasting 
Contest, where two 
bucks will get you a 
bowl, chips, and a 
ballot. 9:30 a.m. 


At the O-Ho-Ma 
Lodge Ceremo- 
nial at Indian City 
USA in Anodorko, 
see a variety of 
Kiowa tribal dances. 


Three regional artists 
bring the colors ond 
moods of southern 
terrain to canvas in 

the Hearts of the 
Southwest show 
at JR8 Art at the 
Elms in Oklahoma 
City's Pa sec District. 
Through August 13. 


Follow the bass 
fine to downtown 
Sopulpa, where 

the Royal Jazz 
Festival heats up 
through Saturday. 
Among this week's 
performers are the 
Majestic Trio and 
Mike Bennett. 6 p.r 


Today* pay homage 
to pigs with a trip 
to Whole Howg 
Days m Eufaulo. 
The day's events 
include o carnival, 
parade,, and the 
car show, to name 
a few. 1 0 a.m 
Through tomorrow. 


It's Grand No- 
tional Horseman 
Association Ploy 
Day Finals at 

City Park in Sayre. 
Equestrians will be 
competing in the 
Sayre Rodeo Arena 
through Saturday. 

8 c,m. 


THURSDAY 


F R I DAY 


SATURDAY 


SUNDAY 


MONDAY 


TUESDAY 


WEDNESDAY 
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moments that stand out, arc the ones that 
become lifelong memories. Hidden away 


in the Ozarks, this charming Victorian 
mountain village is just a short drive away. 
Come see for yourself. Call for a free 
visitor guide — 1 866 WISH EUREKA. 





PRICE TOWER CHRISTIAN M KORAB. LAKE MURttAY. FRED W. WARVEUCTKLAHOMA TOURISM 


" Al 4 p,m Jr the sun is a punishing, searing ball of fire in the sky.' 

— Gary England in Those Terrible Twisters and the Weather of Oklahoma 


AugustSplash 


By Diana Crowson 


SUNDAY MONDAY TUESDAY WEDNESDAY THURSDAY FRIDAY SATURDAY 



During National 
Golf Month, take in 
the tasl day of ihe 

Buffalo Run Ca- 
sino Classic NGA 
Hooters Pro Golf 
Tournament ol 

Peoria Ridge Golf 
Course in Miami, 
7:30 a m 

14 ► 

Get an expert 
guided view as 
Around the 
World at the 
Fred rakes families 
through African 
and oceanic art at 
the Fred Jones Jr. 
Museum of Art in 
Norman 1 -5 p.m. 

21 

Sit under a slarry sky 
and indulge in a tale 
of star-crossed lovers. 
Oklahoma Shake* 
speare in ihe Pork 
presents Romeo 
and Juliet ai Hofer 
Pork in Edmond. 

8 p.m. Through 
September 4. 

28 

Go wild in Guthrie 

at ihe Oklahoma 
Wildlife Expo or 

the Lazy E Arena, 
wilh a fishing 
clinic, rock-climbing 
exhibits, and a huge 
indoor water Feature 
For canoeing ond 
kayaking. 10 a.m. 


i 

See Oklahoma 
tribes come together 

for the American 
Indian Exposition 

at the Anadarko Fair- 
grounds. The animal 
races, dancing, and 
Feasting last through 
August 6, Parade, 

10 a, m. 


2 

ll J s all that jazz 
os Lyric Theater 
presents Five Guys 
Named Mae at 

the Civic Center in 
Oklahoma City. The 
sweet sounds might 
cure your summer- 
time blues. 8 p.m. 
Through August 6, 


3 

Head to Velma for 
ihe Old Settlers 
Picnic established 
in 1 890 and the old- 
est free open rodeo 
in Oklahoma. After 
the rodeo, enioy a 
porade, carnival, 
ond donee. Through 
August 6. 7 p.m. 


You know whal they 
say about an apple 
a day. Consider a 
trip la Apple Hol- 
low Gift Shop in 
Quintan, a store with 
homemade jams, 
jellies, apple butter, 
and crispy fried pies. 
9 a.m.-5 p.m. 


Kick off your Sunday 
shoes as the Sooner 
Theatre in Norman 
presents Footloose 
The cast is o group 
oF teenagers from 
the Young Producers 
summer camp. 2 
ond 7:30 p.m. 
Through tomorrow. 




Even if you're from 
a small family, get 
ready for rip-roorin J 
fun as Tulsa's 
Discoveryiandl 
presents Seven 
Brides for Seven 
Brothers Dinner 
at 6 p.m., show at 
8 p.m 


Today, a black eye 
is a good ihing 
Come hungry to the 
Black-Eyed Pea 
Festival in Hollis. 
After lunch, enjoy 
the games, raffles, 
Iraclor pull, and 
Harmon County 
Opry. 8:30 a.m. 


Take someone out 
lo Ihe ball game. 
The Oklahoma 
RedHawks 

battle the 
Tacoma Rainiers 
at 7:05 p m. at 
Bricktown Ballpark 
in downtown 
Oklahoma Oty, 


Learn about 
history of First 
School house in 
Edmond: Setting 
a Standard for 
Public Education 
Through September 
10 al the Edmond 
Historical Society & 
Museum. 3 0 a.m. 


Beal the heat ol 
White Water 

Bay in Oklahoma 
Cily. Water slides 
and a wove pool 
awail the adventur 
ous. The slower- 
paced con drift in 
Coslaway Creek, 
10:30 a.m.-B p.m. 


Interested in 
architecture? See 

Structures of 
Our Times: 31 
Buildings That 
Changed Mod' 

em Life at Price 
Tower Arls Center in 
Bartlesville. Through 
October 2 . 


August is as hot as 
the desert, so hitch 
up your four-wheeler 
and head lo Little 
Sahara State 
Pork in Waynoka. 
Tackle ihe state's 
largest off road ve- 
hicle trail and dunes 
up to 75 Feet high. 


Join 30,000 Fun- 
lovers at the 1 6th 
annual Musde 
Car Ranch Swap 
Meet and _ 
Concert in 
Chi dosha. ■[ 
6: 1 5 a.m. 

through dH 
Sunday 


The Great 
Freedom Bank 
Robbery and 
Shootout is acted 
out at 3 p.m. at the 
Freedom Rodeo 
& Old Cowhand 
Reunion downtown 
Free chuck-wagon 
dinner ol noon, 


Whether you prefer 
Cowboy orange or 
Sooner crimson, gel 
ready for football 
season, because 
todoy is the first 
day of classes 
for Oil and 
OSU 


The Spirit, Body, 
and Soul Fair 

at the Tulsa Econo 
Lodge on Skelly 
Drive is the place for 
q spiritual pick-me- 
up, offering crystals, 
incense, ond herbs 
Noarv6 p.m. 
Through tomorrow 


Swing on up to the 
Tulsa Performing 
Arls Center and 
catch Pete W 
Keely, a musical 
that revisils 1 960s 
live TV variety 
shows. Tonights per- 
formance, 8 p.m. 
Through August 27. 


The Pioneer Se- 
nior Olympics in 

Stillwater is a place 
where age Is only 
o number. Watch 
those 50 and 
older compete in 
events like archery, 
softball, and golf. 
Through Sunday. 


At the Canadian 
County Free Fair 

fn El Reno, you can 
enjoy swine ond 
cow shows, □ carni- 
val, and an evening! 
performance from 
the Byron Berline 
Bond. Through 
tomorrow. 


On National Toasted 
Marshmallow Day, 
take a trip to Lake 
Murray Resort 
Park near Ardmore. 
After you've worked 
up on appetite, stoke 
the campfire and 
start roasting the 
gooey treats. 


End the month with 
a sweet indulgence 
from Nouveau 
Atelier de 
Chocolat, o Tulsa 
company that makes 
fine candies using 
imported Belgian 
chocolate, nouveau- 
choc of dies, com. 



Octobe 
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MARKETPLACE 


I love gloss for Hs color and the unending possibilities with form texture, and design. 

^Oklahoma City glass artist Suzanne Wallace Meats 



GLASS MEN 


Reflect on the high-glass creations 
of these Oklahoma artists. 


By Steffie Corcoran 
Photography by John jemigan 


Secrets of the East 

In far eastern Oklahoma, Ron and 
Sherry Blankenship have been creating 
blown glass at Baron Creek Glass- 
works since 1992. The Blankenships 
fashion their award-winning multicol- 
ored glass into perfume bottles, paper- 
weights, and “just about everything 
you can th ink of in blown glass,” 
says Ron. This Geometrix puff pot 
and lid evince a modem spin on 
the Italian miUefiori style. $550. 

(9 1 8) 778-3243; members, 
aol, co ni / b aro n creek . 


Blue Crush 

Oklahoma City artist Suzanne Wallace 
Mears creates in several media — including 
funky paintings and ceramics, often with 
animal subjects — typically juggling several 
works in progress at once, A special process 
Mears conceived manipulates glass at its 
melting temperature, resulting in achippcd- 
from-ice texture. That unusual consistency 
combined with a light source, she says, 
elevates the glass from pretty to spec- 
tacular, Azure Ice, $2,800. (405) 
528-5508; suzannemears.com. 
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Bronze Bombshell 





Rick and Tracey Bewley needed an after- hours outlet for 
[Heir creative wild hairs. In late 2002, the two Midwest 
Trophy artisans brought their first piece out of Art 
Fusion Studios kiln in Oklahoma City. The Bewleys’ 
fused glass ranges from half-inch pendants to sculptures 
between $30 and $500, all with a hip feel 
and modern edge. Platter, $ 1 90. 1017 
Northwest Sixth Street, (405) 209-0243; 
artfusionstudi 0 .eom. 


Real Simple 

Think affordable art glass is a con- 
tradiction in terms? Test that theory at 
Tulsa Gathering Place in the Brady 
District. Here. Sarah Diggdon teaches 
glass-blowing, then sells student work 
alongside her own in the gallery 
Paperweights cost less than lunch, 
and vases and bowls are available in 
the $15 to $45 range. This black 
and white vases size and quality 
explains its $75 price tag. 19 
East Brady. (918) 582- 
4527; tulsagather- 
ingplace.com. 


Flower Power 

In 1997, Jeff Gullett 

started experimenting 
with glass in his guest 
bed too m - tu med-studio. 
Today, Cat c h I igh t C rcat ions 
has a Bethany art studio, where 
Gullett works on projects from 
commissioned stained glass windows 
to large decorative flowers. Curious? 
Enroll in a stained glass, fused glass, or 
lamp work class. Flower, $1,200. 3219 
North College. (405) 942-2070; 
angel fi re. com/ art/ CCartglass . 


Mellow Yellow 

Last year, the Oklahoma City Museum of Art 
purchased its inaugural exhibit — a retrospective 
of Dale Chi h uly s blown glass and artwork — giv- 
ing the facility bragging rights to the world s 
largest collection of the Seattle artist's work. 

The Museum Store carries four small Chihulys, 
designed and signed by the artist and made at 
his Seattle studio. Bel Fieri, $6,100. 4i 5 Couch 
Drive. (405) 236-3100; okcmoa.com. 
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DISCOVER 



OklahomA 

Saturdays at 6:30 p.m 


sIew Speed Limits. 


* 



Hosted by Jenifer Reynolds 

with Ron Stahl & Becky King 

Tulsa’s KOTV-6 • Oklahoma City’s KWTV-9 • Lawton’s KSWO-7 

Check local listings for show limes on cable outlets in GKC, Tulsa, Me Ales ter. 

Muskogee. Lawton, Stillwater, Edmond. Norman. Woodward, and Ponca City. 

www.TravelOK.com 




Brooke Adcox 







QjMtikmidc, . 

“Boy, that tree was ugly.” 

— Former President Bill Clinton, remembering the Sunnvor Tree at the tenth-anniversary 
ceremony commemoratmgthe Oklahoma City bombing on April / 9, 2005 

Oil Capital Homage 

With his fortieth noveh The Hot Midi William Morrow, 525.95), Elmore 
Leonard puts an Oklahoma rwist on the truth-is-stranger-ihaii - fiction no- 
rion, The book, set in Tulsa during the 1930s gangster era, contains references 
Oklahomans will recognize- — including Cains Ballroom and the Mayo Hotel. 

Like most of Leonards crime novels, IheHot AW is a Fast read with gunfights, 
goo d-vc rs us -evil showdowns, lively dialogue, and a color! ul cast including a 
sharp-shooting federal marshal, a bad-seed bad guy, and sundiy gun molls. 

What drew the popular author of crime novels like Get Shorty to! - Fawn? 

“Oil figures prominently in The Hot Kid \ says Leonard, "Many of my char- 
acters came out of the oil fields or were in the oil industry. Tulsa was really the 
only logical place to set much ot the story.” — Steffi e Corcoran 


esSENTIAL ICE CREAMS 

. .. _ - _ ' t ^ 




Rodney Bivens, executive 
director, Regional Food Bank 
oF Oklahoma; "My favorite 
ice cream is banana pecan 

because it tastes great and is 
[ha!] healthy." 

Bill Broum, founder of Braun's 
fee Cream and Dairy Stores; 
"Our Premium Chocolate 
Almond icecream has big, 
crispy toasted almonds and rich 
dark chocolate." 

Eric Hinkefent, president, 
Akin's Natural Foods Market: 


"Double Rainbow brand 
Hazelnut Truffle Latte 

Even though it s truly all natural, 
don't even go in the same room 
as a container of this stuff if you 
want to stay on your diet." 

Cliff Hudson president and 
CEO of Sonic: "Sweet- 
heart Shakes, which our 
drive-ins feature every Febru- 
ary. The cherry flavor is great, 
and the chocolate and cherry 
at the bottom of the cup make 
it all worthwhile." 


Bells & Whistles 


No need to fly to New Orleans to travel in streetcar style. In- 
stead, take Interstate 40 to El Reno and hop aboard the El Reno 
Heritage Express Trolley [405/262-51 21 ; dreno.org). 

A restored 1 924 roil car that seats forty-eight, the trolley 
provides a comfortable one -and -a -half- mile voyage from 
Heritage Park through the historic downtown business 
district and neighborhoods. In the last year, thousands have 
climbed aboard, and commerce downtown is growing. "It's 
^ unbelievable, the way the trolley has helped bring the down- 
| town community back to life," says Vicki Proctor, president of 
the Canadian County Historical Society, which oper- 
E ales the El Reno Heritage Express. "Megan Rossman 


Kathy Hughes, Sparkles 
the Clown: "I absolutely, 
positively, can't live without, 
gotta hove Braum's Butter 
Brickie." 

Megan McDaris nine, of 
Tulsa: "Rocky road Why? 
Chocolate, marshmallows, 
and nuts— YUM3 1 ' 

Bonnie Parker, owner, 
Hamburger Inn in Mangum: 
"Blue Bunny Banana Split 
icecream, It has ot! the 
flavors mixed in one bite." 

Rusty Rasmussen, owner, 
Rusty's Frozen Custard: 
"Rusty's frozen vanilla 
custard with peanut butter 
cups swirled in and topped 
with hot fudge." 

Don Roberts, mayor of 
Sweetwater, Oklahoma: 
"My personal favorite is 
Braum's Cherries, Pe- 
cans, 'n' Cream." 

Rhonda Walters, Former First 
Lady of Oklahoma: "Ben & 
Jerry's Chocolate Chip 
Cookie Dough is myabso 
lute favorite. I'd eat it every 
day if I could." 
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The OFFICIAL R F. C O R D of the 
O K I. A H O M A C I I Y B O M BING 


9i * 

April 19, 1995 


The Final Edition 

In 1995, the lives of Oklahomans were changed forever. This critically ac- 
claimed issue, originally published in 1996 and revised in 2000, is now com- 
plete.The Official Record of the Oklahoma City Bombing records the tales 
of courage, self-sacrifice, hope, and recovery that defined April 19, 1995, 
and the days, weeks, and years that followed. We bring you the photographs, 
the words, and most importantly, the people whose stories touched us alb 


184 PAGES, SOFTCOVER 

$19.95 PLUS SHIPPING & HANDLING 


(800) 777-1793 • Oklahoma today com 



THERANGE 


"l guess everywhere 5 where he fell most at home 

— Bob Childers, "Woody's Road" 


THE MUSIC MAN 

A 3 -CD BOX SET TRIBUTE TO STILLWATER'S MINSTREL MAN BOB CHILDERS REVEALS AN ICON IN WAITING 


i HAVE ONE MOTTO,” SAYS BOB CHILDERS, “IF IT’S NOT' GOOD ENOUGH 
to remember, its not good enough/' 

Childers, long considered one of Oklahoma's most prolific and influential folk 
musicians, may finally be headed into the mainstream with a new collection of his 
most- loved songs. From a music cataJog Childers says is “easily” more than 2,000 
songs deep, fifty-six have been compiled on Restless Spirit: A Tribute to the Songs of Bob 
Childers (Binky Records, $25), a diree-CD box sec released this spring. 

Recorded by fifty musicians — including Jimmy La Fave, Jason Boland and the Stragglers, 
the Red Dirt Rangers, the Great Divide, Cross Canadian Ragweed* and Steve Ripley- — the 
album presents a cross section of arrangements, from rock to bluegrass and folk. 

A lyricist in the tradition ofWoody Guthrie, Childers has often been grouped with Texas 
folkies Guy Clark and Townes Van Zandn his hallmark song is “Woody’s Road,” which ap- 
pears twice on Restless Spirit (by the Dusty Children and La Fave). Born in West Virginia, 
the fifty-eight-year-old moved to Ponca City with his family at age seven and has lived in 
Stillwater “off and on” since the early 1 970s* 

“Bob Childers is one of the most interesting figures I have come across in thirty years in 
music,” says Greg Johnson, music promoter and owner of Oklahoma City’s Blue Door, a 
freq uen even ue for Childers. — Lo uisa McCune 

Restless Spirit: A Tribute to the Songs of Bob Childers is available at binkyrecords.com. 




LfbertjJfe^ 2005 

Sdmnvi’s ^-ouith of 'July festivals 

• Car Show - Sat., June 25 • UC0 Campus Parking Lot - 9am.- 3pm. 

• Miss LibertyFest Pageant - Sat., June 25 ■ UCO Mitchell Hail 
Theater- 7:00pm. 

• Concert @UC0 - Thurs., June 30 - UCO Mitchell Hall Theater- 7:30pm, 

• Kite Festival - Sat., July 2 - Sun. July 03 ■ Mitch Park ■ 9:30am.-5pm. 

• Rodeo - Sal., July 2 - Sun. July 03 ■ Rodeo Grounds - 8pm. Cost $7 & S4 

• Taste of Edmond - Sun,, July 3 - Downtown - 6:30pm.- 8:30pm. 

Adults $10 Children 10 and under FREE. 

• Road Rally - Sun., July 3 - Festival Market Place ■ Noon 

• LibertyFest Parade ■ Mon., July 4 ■ Start time ■ 9am. - Downtown 

• LibertyFest at UCO • Mon., July 4 ■ UCO Campus - 5pm. 

Family activities & musical entertainment 

• LibertyFest Fireworks - Mon., July 4 ■ UCO Campus - 10pm, 

For more information 
contact 341-4336 
wwwJibertyfest.org 


rsftoO^ 




Heartland Flyer 


Whether your planning a week- 
end getaway this summer or a 
destination beyond the borders 
of our state f your best travel 
value begins on the Heartland 
Flyer. You save gas and. best of 
all you won! have lo fight traffic. 
Experience the convenience and 
pleasure of riding on Amtrak's 
highest rated train for customer 
service — The Heartland Flyer! 


For Reservations visit the 
Heartland Flyer web site at 
www.heartlandflyer.com or call 
I-3Q0-USA-RAIL 


Get Your 
Tickets 
Now! 
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Canines fill the tubs at Mac’s Dog Wash. 


A ctive canines caked 

in red dirt can get fragrant 
without summer baths. 
Imagine an alternative to 
the kitchen sink or hose* 
Barney “Mac* Brown, who owns Mac's 
Self-Service Dog Wash with grandson 
Ryan Johnston, imagined the same thing* 
Since Brown opened his first dog wash in 
February 2004, canines and owners have 
been howling tor more, and the company 
lias grown to five central Oklahoma loca- 
tions, with future dog washes planned not 
only in Edmond bur in Dallas, Los Angeles, 
Washington DC, and New York City. 

Brown says, “For $6 lo S 1 5» you can save 
the expense of a groomer, avoid a mess at 
home, and your dog will be happier*” 

A longtime Oklahoma City businessman, 
Brown created his first dog wash after watch- 


ing a woman attempt to bathe her canine at 
one of his car washes. Brown asked, “What 
would you do if I offered a self-service dog 
wash?” Her reply, “Show me where it is,” 
unleashed an idea* 

In climate-controlled comfort, pooches 
bathe in individual basins with low-pressure 
hoses delivering shampoo, conditioner, and 
ri nse water. Dog dryers are even available* 

Brown says, “We haven t had one com- 
plaint since we opened the dog washes* 1 his 
is the most gratifying experience Eve ever 
had in business*” —Laura Lester 

Call (405) 235-5028 for Macs Self-Service 
Dog Welsh locations. maesdogwash. com. 

Jeff Erwin bathes his dog Mikey at 
the original Mac's Dog Wash at 501 5 
North Warren in Oklahoma City, 




stone color autumn 


I’ve never felt so much 
at home, outside. 

I designed my patio to be a natural extension of my 
home. To reflect warmth, luxury, color and texture. Only 
Bora! Antique Ravers ” could give me that They’re made 
of genuine fired day, so they 'll never fade. And look at 
this gorgeous tumbled texture. Now, my days begin and 
end liere. It's my space to relax* mad and enjoy 


Boral Bricks Direct 

29 1 2 W. Hefner Rd. 
Oklahoma City, OK 73 I 20 
405.749.9900 


Bora! Bricks Direct 

225 North Aspen 
Broken Arrow, OK 740 1 2 
800,449,0486 




BORAL STONE 


i 2004 Boral Brides. !nc. 


Build With Boral 8 

1 .800.5BORAL5 | vAvw.boralstone.com 
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A Month of 
Sundaes 

A TREAT AT THE OLDE OWL 
SHOPPE IS A WISE MOVE. 


A mong Americans of a certain age, there 

seems io bean old-soul memory of the heady-but- innocent 
postwar decade of the fifties (think James Dean, Elvis, and 
poodle skirts). Your chance to enjoy the simple pleasure ol a soda 
fountain and lunch counter is just a car trip to Shawnee away, thanks 
to Joe and Helen Snodgrass. In 2000, the couple reopened die Owl 
Drugstore building — tor decades a popular lunch and shopping 
spot — -as the Oide Owl Shoppe, a vintage-style soda fountai n offer- 
ing delightful drinks and good eats. — -Cindy Kelly 


At the Olde Owl Shoppe, brown cows , malts, shakes* ice cream 
sodas, and Italian sodas come in three sizes and sell for $ L79. $2,29, 
at id $3. 49. Single and double-dip cones are $1.29 and $1.89, and 
sundaes are $2.29 and $2. 89. The Olde Owl Shoppe is open Monday 
through Saturday 1 1 a. m. to 4 p. rn. 6 East Main in Shawnee. (405) 
273-2060. 



How Now ? 

As kids, baby boomers bel- 
lied up to drugstore counters 
for a brown cow, a magical 
mix of root beer with a scoop of 
chocolate ice cream. For years, 
the lighter-colored favorite, 
root beer with vanilla ice cream, 
has also been known as a brown 
cow by Owl Shoppe patrons. 
Substitute any flavor tor a cow 
of a different color. 



Soda You 

Since i rs origins In 1891 
Detroit, the ice cream soda- — ice 
cream, milk, flavored si rup, and 
seltzer water plus whipped cream 
and a cherry* — hasn't changed 
much. Basically an ice cream soda 
sans ice cream, an Italian soda 
emphasizes ice and syrup tor a 
lighter experience. The Olde Owl 
Shoppe offers up several varieties 
to languish — and anguish — over. 



AN AFFAIR 

0FTHE Hearts 



J ly 15, 16, & 17,2005 


Tulsa, OK 
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It will, with your own signature on a desk 
nameplate, cast in Bronze and mounted in 
solid American Walnut, weighing in at 3.5 pounds* 


Show the world who you are! 


S7> 


CA/A/Z/tA/M / ///// 

SignatureNameplates.com 
580,762.3258 * P.O. Box 707 Ponca City, OK 74602 
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AU Shook Up 

Hamilton Beach drink 
mixers debuted in 1 91 K and 
the auspicious invention soon 
blended milk, ice cream, and 
flavored syrup into a smooth, 
American original, the milk 
sh ake, Add ingm al ted -milk 
powder creates a superrich and 
sweet version known simply as 
a malt. 



I love ice cream because it s so smooth and jus \ tastes good. 

— Olde Owl Shoppe owner Helen Snodgrass 


Never on Sundae 

When some American cities 
deemed the sak: of ice cream 
sodas unlawful on Sunday, 
sweet-seekers of the late 1800s 
demanded an alternative, Ihc 
sundae was born when patrons 
requested icecream topped with 
chocolate syrup. Inside the Owl, 
choose your favorite ice cream 
and slather on the topping and 
garnish of vour choice. 


Ice Cream, Walking 

When a patent was issued in 
New York City to immigrant 
Italo March tony in 1 903 for the 
first edible cone, a take-it-with- 
you treat was born, one that 
rivals the hot dog in longevity 
and popularity. Choose the 
Owls icecream cone with 
one or two scoops in a variety 
of flavors from mi nr chocolate 
chip to rainbow sherbet. 


Who Put the Dogs Out ? 

One of America's favorite 
portable meals for more than a 
hundred years, the Owls version 
of the hot dog is decked with 
condiments and an eight-ounce 
soft drink for the retro price of 
seventy-five cents. Chili or cheese 
are twenty- five cents more, fifty 
cents for both. 
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THE MARRIOTT 
SUMMER SLEEPOVER. 

ALL THE FUN, PLUS A $100 BONUS BUCKS COUPON AND 
$50 OFF A UNITED' FLIGHT. 

It's the Summer Sleepover, and the whole family's invited. Order ice- 
cream sundaes for dinner, have a family pillow fight, and skip the sleep- 
ing bag for a big comfy bed. It's more than just a vacation. It's going to be 
the best sleepover ever. Going above and beyond. 

IPS THE MARRIOTT WAY. 5 " 

To book vfiLir Summer Sleepover, in Texas, Oklahoma, Louisiana or Colorado, call 
] -800-543-0900, contact your travel professional* or visit s r;ty;um a rrifirt,c<im summer, 


Summer Steepover 
Breakfast is Included, plus pay 
with your Visa card to get your 
$100 Bonus Bucks coupon and 
$50 off a United flight 


VISA 


UNITED 
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THERA NGE 


"I never expected onything like this. I though! she'd toke 
her success ond arm-wrestling kind of casually. " 

— Cynthia Yerby's husband, Monty Yerby, in the Daily Oklahoman , 1 998 


THE OKT PROFILE 


Cynthia Yerby 

For more than twenty -seven years, Cynthia Yerby has worked as a counselor at Seminole State 
College. But it is her exploits in arm- wrestling that have brought her national attention. Since 
1991 , Yerby has amassed ten world championships in womens arm-wrestling, seven right-handed 
and three left-handed. She lives with her family in Wolf Oklahoma. 


What Oklahoman do you most 
admire? Wilma Mankiller, for 

her leadership qualities. She is a 
great inspiration. 

What is perfect happiness for 
you? Enjoying time with family 
and friends and knowing that 
they are alt safe and happy. 

What makes you mad? Rude 
people. Common courtesy goes 
a long way in my book. 

What's your favorite word? Do . 
Do get educated, do have fun, 
do the right thing, do your best, 
do prepare. 

W hat's Oklahoma's greatest as- 
set? The people. Its comforting 
to know I belong to Oklahoma. 
Oklahomans are the best. 

What does Oklahoma need 
more of? Economic growth. 

What are the keys to your 
wrestling success? Perseverance, 
focus, dedication, and support 
from family and friends. 

What gets your competitive 
juices flowing? Peopk 
telling me 
1 cant do 
something, 


If you could arm-wrestle anyone, 
who? Jesse Ventura. I think 
lies cool. Some people are just 
naturally cool. You can try to be 
cook but I think if you have to 
cry, you're not. 

Do you prefer arm-wrestling 
right- or left-handed? Right, 
because I am stronger. Left is 
awkward, even though 1 have 
won three world championships 
wirh my left arm. 


TV shows you never miss? 
American Idol and Frasier. 

The last movie you saw? Good- 
night Irene , written and directed 
by Stcrlin Harjo from Holden- 
vifle, and Black Cloud , written 
and directed by Rick Schroder, 

Among the celebrities you've 
met, who's your favorite? Rick 
Schroder and Dave Novotny, 
the bass player for Saliva. 


What talent do you have that 
few people know about? 1 love 
to sew. My latest project was 
designing purses. I’ve made at 
least a hundred. 

What talent would you most 
like to have? My sister Chrisri 
Woodards business and or- 
gan izat ion al savvy. She is an 
absolute genius. There's not a 
project too big or challenging 
for her. 

The last place you dined out? 
Breakfast at the Lucky 7 in 
Konawa, I had a stack of pan- 
cakes, bacon, and cotfce. 

What's your favorite sport? 
Arm- wrestling and whatever 
sport my son Matt is participat- 
ing in. Currently, its track, the 
shot put and discus. 


What's the last book you read? 
Shoot the Moon by Billie Letts 
and Walking the Choctaw Road 

by Tint Tingle. 


What possession do you 
treasure? Gold earrings 
jD my mother gave to me. 

[ consider them lucky. 

I never arm -wrestle with- 
'Jr out them, never. 

p What's on your bed- 
^ side table? An alarm 
clock, a fan, a tcle- 

zp**. phone, and an 
elephant. Ive 
been collect- 
ing them since 
fourth grade. 
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STEVEN WALKER 



KEKNf TH HAMPTON 


Red, White, and Rodeo 


ALL THE RIGHT 

O klahoma is defined 

by small towns that have 
boomed and busted since 
Indian Territory days, Wright City 
in southeast Oklahoma is that kind 
of town, strong on pioneer spirit 
and southern hospitality. It should 
come as no surprise, then, 
that the town of 848 hosts 
one of Oklahoma's oldest rodeos. 

In 1934, rancher E.A. 

Felker wanted to celebrate his 
daughters marriage with a rodeo in 
her honor, to be held in Wright City, 
at that time a Dierks logging town. More 



MOVES AT THE WRIGHT CITY RODEO 

than eight hundred people 
turned out, and excitement 
ran so high, town leaders 
decided to make the rodeo 
an annual event. 

As it has since 1 933, 
die American Legion will 
again host the seventy-first 
American Legion William 
Wright Post 74 Wright 
City Rodeo. The Glory 
Riders Drill Team 
from Denison, Texas, 
will join rodeo staples 
like steer wrestling, bronc 
riding, calf roping, barrel 
racing, and the always- 


Saddle bronc riding is just one of 
the many high-energy events at the 
Wright City Rodeo, 


\ 4 P°P u ^ ar bull riding and Kids' 

V Cal f Scramble. 

k V 


This is the twentieth rodeo Wright City 
native and Vietnam veteran Rabo Moore has 
helped organize. ‘Its like a homecoming ” 
Moore says, "People go off to the coast, but 
they always come back for the rodeo. 

A number of things have changed in the 
past seventy- two years. Weyerhaeuser now 
owns Wright City's lumber mill. Timber 
and tourism reign as king and queen of 
southeast Oklahoma, But this unassuming 
rodeo still returns every summer in early 
July. What better way to celebrate small- 
t own Ameri ca? — Karen Gi bso n 

The American Legion William Wright 
Post 74 Rodeo is July 1 through 4, The rodeo 
grounds are located north ofWright City on 
State Highway 98, south of State Highway 3. 
(580)584-3393. 



Red Slot^h Wetland Reserve 

<fl premier birdwatchinj site 

261 bird species 
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THE RAN G E 



OUTTA 


VACATION 


Kiamichi Country 


Call for our 
Free Visitors Guide 
( 800 ) 722-8180 
kiamichicountry.com 


travelok.com Produced by Kiamichi Country Association 
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OKC SUMMER 
CLASSIC BRINGS 
ON THE BARKERS. 


M ore reasons to love 

a dogs life: Big noses, broad 
haunches, and egging skin can 
still bring home blue ribbons in the world 
o f p l i p py pagean t ry. 

Canine standards of perfection will be 
proudly displayed at the OKC Summer 
Classic Dog Shows as thousands of preened 
and pedigreed pooches converge on the Cox 
Business Services Convention Center in 
downtown Oklahoma City- 

Hosted by the Oklahoma City Kennel 
Club and the Mid^DehTinker Kennel 
Club, the Summer Classic welcomes top dogs 
and handlers horn across the country. 

“A show of this caliber doesn't come to 
many cities," says Wendy Musgrove, vice 
president of the Oklahoma Ciry Kennel 
Club and spokesperson for the Summer 
Classic. In fact, you may recognize some 
entrants from televised broadcasts of the 
creme de la creme of canine competitions, 
the Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show in 
New' York City' and shows in Philadelphia, 
Chicago, and Houston. 
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"If there are no dogs in heaven, then when I die I wan! ro go where they went." 

— Will Rogers 



Fancy a West Highland terrier or a noble 
wolfhound? "Meet the Breed” events are 
scheduled hourly throughout the show, 

“Visitors can pat the dogs* ask the owner/ 
handler questions, and learn more about 
breed-personality traits, breed history, and 
uses, ' Musgrove says. 

If the show world intrigues you, tag 
along for a guided tour behind the scenes. 
You 11 meet professional groomers and 
handlers as they brush, comb, and dip 
canines into tiptop show shape. At ringside, 
learn what judges look for when picking 
r he covered Best in Breed. 

“Think of what a beaut)' contestant goes 
through, and you II understand what these 
dogs go through before they enter the ring ” 
says Musgrove, “You U learn what show judg- 
es look for in a dog; muscle tone, structure, 
movement, and how that whole package 
comes together to fit the breed standard “ 

Fourteen show rings feature nearly non- 
stop obedience and conformation classes. 
And don't miss the purebred propaganda in 
the exhibit area — T-shirts, coffee cups, and 


Rose, o Welsh terrier, poses at the 
2004 OKC Summer Classic. Shetland 
sheepdog Dusty won best in group at 

lost year's Oklahoma City show, then 

later was named Best in Breed at the 
Westminster Kennel Club Dog Show at 
Madison Square Gardens in New York. 

bumper stickers for the audience and beds, 
bowls, and bones lor Bido. 

Penchant for pomp? On Saturday 
afternoon and evening, the judging of the 
American Kennel Club- recognized formal 
groups — coy, terrier, sporting, non sport- 
ing, herding, working, and hound — com- 
mences. “Thai :s when we dim the lights, put 
the spodight on the ring, and present classes 
much like what you see at Westminster, ' says 
M uxgrove. — Mary Logan Wol f 

The OKC Summer Classic Dog Shows will 
be held at the Cox Business Services Convention 
Center Jtoie 30 through July 3* For show sched- 
ules, see okcdogshows.conu (405) 602-8500; 
coxcon ventioneenten com . 




Want Real-Life 
Magazine 
Experience? 

Editorial, advertising, circulation, and 
marketing internships are available at 
Oklahoma Today year-round. 
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Franklin Tree 
Dawn Redwood 
Incense Cedar 
Pond Cypress ‘Debonair' 

McLoud Tree Farm 
(405) 36 1 ' 1 5 1 3 
i tifo @ m c loud treefarm .com 
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DESIGNED 

GARDEN 


After three years of 
masterful reworking, the 
Philbrook Museum 
of Art in Tulsa unveils its 
garden redesign 
with Italianate gusto. 


BY SHEILAH BRIGHT 
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^ \ A X H AT EXACT LY I S N AT U RE’S ART? I M A G 1 N E A 

Y Y twenty- three-acre canvas in Tulsa saturated with the 

^ (J nature-rich hues of flora and fauna and softened by the 
ever-changing illumination of sunshine and night shade that artists 
have sought to capture for centuries* Now, step into rhat canvas and 
inhale the subtle sweetness of viburnum, touch the waxy smoothness 
of bay berry, and listen to the fluid serenade of water strumming from 
a rock waterfall. 

Welcome to the Phi I brook Museum of Art's latest artistic collection — a 
$7 million garden improvement project designed to complement die rich 
heritage of the Italian Renaissance villa built by oil man Waite Phillips in 
the 1 920$. S. 1 lerberr Hare, a Kansas City landscape architect, designed 
the original garden with the home s architecture in mind. While a formal 
garden featured diagonal walks and plantings linked to the east terrace, 
a more informal garden descended from a rock garden that spilled into 
two re fl ec ting pools, i ncl u d i ng a s w i m m i ng p oo I , A temp&tto , o r s m a 1 1 
temple, served as the central axis and disguised dressing rooms below, 
where bathers could make a quick change for a cool dip. 

After living in the home for several years, in 1938 the Phillips family 
donated the seventy-plus-room mansion and its surrounding twenty- 
three landscaped acres to the city ofTulsa as an arts center. Long adored 
by Tulsans and thousands of visitors, the garden maintained its charm 
hut lacked the puhlic access growing crowds demanded. 

Thanks to the “Realizing the Dream 1 ' capital campaign of 1999 to 
2004, the gardens reopened to the public in April 2004 as an outdoor 
gallery. That dream first dawned back in 1939 when Villa Philbrook 
commissioned a garden expansion, including a south allee by original 
landscape architecture firm Hare and Hare of Kansas City. Although 
never implemented, those plans influenced the 2002 design by Howell 
& Vancurcn of Tulsa* Amarillo resident Elliot Phillips, son of Waite 
and Genevieve Phillips, approved and supported the new designs. 

“My former backyard has changed quite a hit since 1 was a boy of 
nine,” says Elliot Phillips of the renovation. T used to sled with my 
friends down the hill in the hack where the rocks are. Along the creek 
after school I would take my dogs and set traps for possums and other 
animals. 1 remember the horse pulling a mower to cut the yard. 5 ' 

Brian Eerriso, Philbrooks executive director, says the “rejuvenated 
garden reflects the same commitment to aesthetic quality the Phillips 
family sought in establishing their palatial home. What has changed 

The East Formal Garden, waterfalls, reflecting pools, and feropi- 
effo are located off the back terrace of the Philbrook Museum of 
Art* As part of the renovation, new walkways were added to the 
sloping gardens, making them accessible to all patrons. 


MUSEUM 31 


Land Forms 

AN INVITATIONAL EXHIBIT BRINGS THE NATION'S FINEST OUTDOOR SCULPTORS. 



Something big has LANDed at the Phtibrook Mu- 
seum of Art, Five award-winning garden sculptures 
have planted roots as part of an outdoor exhibit 
celebrating the museum's garden renovation. 

LANDed: Innovative Garden Structures is the 
brainchild of Brian Ferriso, Philbrook's executive 
director. This national competition was by invita- 
tion only to forty-five noted emerging architects, 
A judging committee headed by architect Wendy 
Evans Joseph of New York (who designed the Price 
Tower Inn and Copper Restaurant in Bartlesville) 
deliberated in Tulsa for a full day before helping 


select five winners from thirty-five submissions. 
Visitors will have a chance to get up close and 
personal to the environmentally safe structures con- 
structed of steel, plastic, rope, aluminum, live plants, 
and other materials, 

"Traditionally, design competitions such as this 
result in concepts that are never built/" says Ferriso, 
"By actually constructing these conceptual forms in a 
museum environment, Philbrook is creating idealized 
works of art that can be physically experienced by 
the visitor/" 

— Sheilah Bright 


Split /View by Mitnkk Roddier Hicks, left, and Vines 
by MADE, right, are two of five structures from the 
LANDed exhibit on display in the Philbrook gardens. 


First in a series of outdoor exhibits, LANDed 
runs through October 30. 


is a more contemporary blending ot landscape artistry with 
public access. 

“Our goal was to make the garden an extension ot die mu- 
seum/ says Ferriso. “If you haven't been here in a few years, you 
need to come back, because it is a transformed place/ 

That transformation began June 3, 2002, More than 40 percent 
of the trees, many diseased, were removed to make way tor more 
gardens and allow for the installation of new irrigation, pathways, 
and lighting. Even the historic rock waterfall and pool, now a 
reflecting pond, experienced a major face- lift. After photograph- 
ing the falls* workers removed and numbered every sandstone i n 
the rock garden and ledges lining the pool. Once the waterfall, 
terrace, and pool had been reengineered to meet todays standards, 
each sandstone was returned to its original position* 

New additions include the South Alice, which features a 


childrens maze and is complemented by meditative niches 
with hand-forged wrought-iron arches echoing a design found 
throughout Villa Philbrook. Outdoor restroom facilities, an 
entertainment area, expanded walking trails, ADA accessibility, 
and a refurbished creek allow the museum to showcase its natural 
assets and offer a variety of special activities, including outdoor 
classes, open-air exhibits, musical and artistic performances, and 
private functions. 

With work completed and a year of growth, the gardens have 
come into their own this year with a spectacular blooming schedule 

The South Allee is a new addition to the Philbrook gardens* 
The traditional design includes terraced grass areas, flower 
beds that rotate with the seasons, wroughHron meditative 
niches, and a children's maze* 
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and exciting plant displays, says Melinda McMillan, garden manager. 
Fifteen garden sculptures, including pieces by Allan Houser and John 
W, Kearney, are sprinkled throughout the walkways. Although visitors 
may come to recognize the gardens’ form year to year, they will be in for 
surprises every season. McMillans mission is to treat her plant project 
as a masterpiece in the making. 

‘Tm the artist who paints this gallery” says McMillan, who works 
with five full-time gardeners to saturate the twenty-three-acre palette 
with seasonal color. “The colors and textures you see in the spring this 
year won't be the same ones you see next year. I want Philbrook to be 
known as a place to come to see innovative garden beds. ' 

A favorite endeavor is the addition of the Secret Garden, an Italian 
kitchen garden that will be used by chch in the la Villa Restaurant. 
Rosemary thyme, and other herbs sprawl across the geometric bed just 
south o( the east terrace. 


J/C EEPING THE GARDENS LOOKING THEIR BEST TAKES 
fl \ ) more than green thumbs and hard work. To help maintain 

the outdoor gallery, Philbrook raised an additional S3, 5 million for a 
garden endowment, including $2 million for both indoor and outdoor 
contemporary art programs and $1,5 million for operating expenses. 

Throughout the summer, watch for colorful sage displays. While red 
pineapple sage will grace the East Formal Garden, the South Alice will 
show off Mexican bush sage, its blue and purple flowers sidestepping 
through pink can n as, sweet potato vines, and lancana. 

McMillan suggests visitors view the gardens at dusk at least once 
every season. 

“The sounds and sights vary with the degree of light " she says. “When 
the gardens are illuminated, it really is magical. 


The Philbrook Museum of Art is open from 10 a.m. to 5 p.m . Tues- 
day through Sunday with expanded hours until 8 p. m. on Thursdays . 
Because the price of admission includes the outdoor gardens, visitors can 
stroll through at their leisure during regular operating hours , For $3> 
the museum offers an audio tour of the grounds featuring Elliot Phillips. 
Admission is $7.50 for adults and $5.50 for children and seniors. 272 7 
South Rockford Road in Tulsa. (918) 749-7941 or philbrook.org. 


Practical updates, like new lighting and irrigation systems, were 
part of the Philbrook gardens' renovation. One major project was 
an overhaul of the creek that runs through the western portion of 
the grounds. 


MUSEUM 
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Oklahoma is a migratory crossroads for hundreds of bird species, 
MAKING OUR STATE A VERITABLE MOVABLE FEAST OF NATURAL, BEAUTY, 


By Chad Love 

Illustrations by George Miksch Sutton 


1 START LOOKING FOR THEM IN 
April. Waiting for the green light, I 
scan the overhead wires and poles 
crisscrossing the intersection of Ninth 
Street and Oklahoma Avenue in 
Woodward, searching for a flash of yellow, 
1 cock my ears to hear their raucous charter 
over the din of the traffic. 

ff they re nor here yet, I know they soon 
will be, though I have no idea why. This is 
the busiest intersection in northwest Okla- 
homa. Twelve thousand cars and trucks file 
through here every day, but it doesn't seem 
to bother the pair of western kingbirds that 
call this intersection home. 

They, or more likely their offspring, come 
back year after year to nest on the roof of a 
nearby building and stake out this buzzing 
concrete and metal jungle as their personal 
hunting territory. Day after day, in hot pursuit 
ofwxnged insects, they weave and dart through 
the constant stream of vehicles. 

All summer, they remain a fixture in this 
most unlikely of spots, raising their young and 
startling unsuspecting motorists with their 
d ear h - defy i n g an tics. By mid- Oc to her, t h ey 


are gone. One day they’re dive-bombing the 
turn-only lane, and the next they’ve simply 
vanished, they and their young borne aloft 
on the slipstream of birds heading south. 
But nature, as the saying goes, abhors a 
vacuum, and as the land empties of summer 
birds, it is slowly replenished with others 
making their way here for the winter in an 
ancient and bewitching ritual played out 
every year in the skies over Oklahoma, 
Migration. There is nothing as spectacular, 
so singularly dazzling as the annual move- 
ment of so many of Earths creatures. If the 
planet is a living object, then surely the 
a n mi a I m o ve m e n t of its i rrnum e rab 1 e I i fe 
forms is its arterial fiow, a pulsing, vibrant 
energy that affects even those of us who 
must stay rooted to one spot. And nowhere 
does this amazing spectacle manifest more 

Because the horned grebe, above, 
migrates at night, its travels are seldom 
noticed. The orange-crowned warbler, 
right, one of the most common warblers 
in the western United States, displays its 
colorful namesake during courtship. 
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Cottle egrets feed on insects near 
grazing cattle and often perch on the 
backs of livestock. 

superlatively than in the annual trek of the 
planets migratory birds. 

It is called Zugunruhe, and simply put, it 
is an innate restlessness, an instinctive urge 
to move with the seasons. We all possess it 
on some primal level, but, chained bv the 
advent of agriculture, humans long ago 
turned a deaf ear to its siren song, 

Bui birds still hear the call loud and clear. 
Every year, migratory birds travel from their 
summer breeding grounds to their wintering 
grounds and back again* Situated as it is on 
the North American continent, Oklahoma 
gets a veritable smorgasbord ot migratory 
species either passing through on their way to 


points north and south or making Oklahoma 
their winter or summer destination. 

IKE OUR WEATHER, OUR GEOGRA- 
phy, and our culture, our bird life is an 
amalgam, a winged, ever-changing blizzard 
of dissimilar sights and sounds. 

“Oklahoma is a transition zone " says Tulsan 
Jim Arterburn. “We get a lot of eastern birds 
where Oklahoma is the western edge of their 
range, and we get a lot of: western birds where 
Oklahoma is die eastern edge of their range. 
We also get a lot of southern birds you equate 
with the coast, like white ibis, roseate spoonbill, 
wood storks, and purple gall i mile, 
Anerbum is chairman of the Oklahoma 
Bird Records Committee, a part of the Okla- 
homa Ornithological Society. The committee 
records, maintains, and publishes a state list 


of all birds seen in Oklahoma. To date, says 
Arterburn, 469 species have been recorded 
within our borders, birds as common as the 
mourning dove and as spectacular and rare as 
snowy owls. Itinerant wanderers and faithful 
stalwarts* we get them all 

David Arbour, a biologists aide at Red 
Slough Wildlife Management Area south 
of Idabel, experiences this diversity every 
day on the 5*81 4-acre wetland rhat is an ir- 
resistible magnet for birds streaming south 
and north. 

“We get so many different types oi birds,” 
says Arbour. “We have a lot of sparrows that 
winter here — savannah sparrows, song spar- 
rows, Le Conte’s sparrow. Weather is the big 
thing* If we have a mild winter, we ll have 
birds winter here that would otherwise go 
south, birds like sedge and marsh wrens. But 
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if we get a cold spell and icc and snow, they’ 1 1 
push farther south.” 

For small birds, Arbour prefers the spring 
migration. “You have all your warblers, 
buntings, orioles, and things like that,” he 
says, “In the spring, a lor of the weather up 
north is still cold, so the birds are lingering to 
the south and taking it easy so they re more 
noticeable/* 

The physical act of migration is as diverse as 
tlie birds themselves, and regardless ol species, 
route, or method, it is a tremendously difficult 
and dangerous act. 1 he round-trip journey can 
be as short as a few hundred miles or, in the 
case of the arctic tern, as long as 25,000. 

Young bold eagles like this one do not 
acquire their trademark white heads 
until they reach sexual maturity. 


There are birds that migrate singly, birds 
that migrate in Hocks of thousands, huge 
birds that migrate relatively short distances, 
and tiny birds that can fly nonstop across the 
Atlantic or the Gulf of Mexico. Waterfowl, 
shorebirds, songbirds, raptors, whooping 
cranes with a wingspan ol more than seven 
fee t , and ruby- th m a ted h u m m i n gb irds rhat 
can fit in a thimble: l hey migrate during the 
day and pass silently over our heads as we sleep 
at night, moonlit ghosts in a restless sky. 
Places like the Great Salt Plains, the 
Washita National Wildlife Refuge, and 


be just as important and fascinating as 
a 50,000-acre wildlife refuge. Take the 
ruby-throated hummingbird, for example. 
At first glance, this diminutive backyard 
visitor isn't terribly awe-inspiring. Frail and 
delicate arc words that come to mind, until 
you learn this tiny, three-gram bird will 
eventually make its way south to the Gulf 
ol Mexico and then, incredibly, fly over it, 
nonstop, to Central and South America. 
Later, it will turn around and do it again 
in the spring. 

Oklahoma is blessed with any number of 


There is nothing as spectacular, so singularly dazzling as the 

ANNUAL MOVEMENT OF SO MANY OF EARTH S CREATURES, 


the blackberry Flat Wildlife Management 
Area act as staging and stopover areas where 
huge numbers of bi rds congregate to wait, 
feed, and test the wind. When conditions 
are right, tens of thousands of snow geese, 
Canada geese, sandhill cranes, ducks, and 
shorebirds queue like runners awaiting ihc 
crack of a starter pistol only they can hear. 
When the signal finally comes, they are off, 
an awe-inspiring mass of life participating 
in an ancient aerial marathon. 

The beauty and allure of migration, 
however, is that your own backyard can 


equally fascinating migration stories. Our 
state bird, the scissor- tailed flycatcher, is a 
neotropical migrant that winters in Central 
and South America, as do a large number 
of our summer songbirds. The endangered 
whooping crane, the tallest bird in North 
America, makes a tw ice-yearly appearance 
at the Great Salt Plains on its way to its 
wintering grounds on the gulf coast. Birds of 
prey like Swaiiisons hawks and Mississippi 
kites form large groups in the fall and ride 
the thermals to South America around the 
same time that non hern harriers, ospreys, 
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FLIGHTS of FANCY 


Oklahoma is home — or home away from home- — for more than 4 50 

FEATHERED FRIENDS. I SPECIES PROVIDE A COLORFUL 


SAMPLE OF THE WINGED WONDERS FLYING OUR STATE K SKIES. 
I — 1 


Research by Megan Ross man 


AMERICAN A VO GET 
Ret u rvt rostra a me ri ca na 
BREEDS: South-central Canada; western U S. 
IN OKLAHOMA: Early April through early 
November 



AMERICAN WHITE PELICAN 

Pel eat n us eryth ro rhyn ch us 
BREEDS: Canada; northern California; 
Minnesota 

IN OKI-AHOMA: Year-round in small numbers* 
with larger numbers migrating through in 
spring and fall 

BALD EAGLE 
Ha! ta ret u s I eu cc cep (fa / us 
BREEDS: AJaska; Omada: Great Lakes;, Rocky 
Mountains 

IN OKLAHOMA: Early October through 
late March 

BLACK-CAPPED VIREO 
Vireo a tricap ilia 

BREEDS: Central Oklahoma and Tew: north- 
ern Mexico 

IN OKLAHOMA: Mid-April through 
mid-September 

BLUE' WINGED TEAL 
Anas disco rs 

BREEDS: Eastern Alaska; much of Canada; 
northern U,S.; the Midwest; Atlantic coast; Texas 
and Louisiana gull coast 
IN OKLAHOMA: Late February through 
early January 

CEDAR WAX WING 
B o m by cilia cedro ru m 
BREEDS: Canada; northern half ofU.S. 

IN OK1AHOMA: Late September 
through early June 



DICKCISSEL 
Spiza nmernaua 
BREEDS: Central Great 
Plains; the Midwest 
IN OKLAHOMA: 

Mid-April through early October 

- ^ 

LEAST TERN 

Sterna art ti liar um 

BREEDS: Atlantic and Pacific coasts: major rivers 
in central U.$>; Gulf of Mexico; die Caribbean 
IN OKLAHOMA: Late April through late 
September 

LONG-BILLED CURLEW 

{Piimcttius ftmericanus 

BRETDS: Southern Canada; northeastern Cali- 
fornia; much of western U*S< 

IN OKLAHOMA: Late March through 
mid-May 

MISSISSIPPI KITE 
let in in m ississ ippiensh 
BREEDS; Central and southern Great Plains; 
the Southwest; states along and east of the 
Mississippi River 

IN OKLAHOMA: Late April through early 
October 

MOUNTAIN BLUEBIRD 
S tali a at rru cu i des 

BREEDS: Alaska; western Canada and U.S. 

IN OKLAHOMA: Late October through 
early April 

MOUNTAIN PLOVER 
CJtarudrius mo titan us 
BREEDS: Southern Canada; northern 
Montana; Colorado; New Mexico; Texas 
Panhandle 

IN OKLAHOMA; Late 
March through early October 

PAINTED BUNTING 
Passer ina dr is 
BREEDS: South-central U.S.; 
southern Atlantic Coast; northern 
Mexico 

IN OKLAHOMA: 
Lite April through 
late September 



SANDHILL CRANE 
Crus canadensis 

BREEDS: Much of Canada; parts of western 
U.S.: Great Lakes 

IN OKLAHOMA: late September through late 
November; late February through mid-April 

SC1SSO RETAILED FLYCATCHER 
Tyrants us forficatus 
BREEDS: South-central U.S. 

IN OKLAHOMA: Early April through 
late October 

SNOWY PLOVER 

Cha radri us a lexa nd t in us 

BREEDS: Gull and Pacific coast; western and 

south-central U.S.; central Mexico; die Caribbean 

IN OKLAHOMA; Late March through 

late September 

SWAIN SON'S HAWK 
But co swainsoni 

BREEDS; Southern Canada; western U.S.; Iowa; 
Minnesota; northern Mexico 
IN OKLAHOMA: Late March through 
mid-October 

UPLAND SANDPIPER 
Ba rt ra in i a h tigica uda 
BREEDS: Pans of Alaska and Canada: 
northern U.S. 

IN OKLAHOMA; Late March through 
early September 

WESTERN KINGBIRD 
Tyra n n us tier I icairs 

BREEDS: Southern Canada: western 
^ U.S.; northern Mexico 

IN OKLAHOMA; 

Mid-April through 
m id -September 


YELLOW-BILLED CUCKOO 
Coccyz us am erica nus 
BREEDS: Eastern half ofU.S,; scattered 
locations in western U.S. 

IN OKLAHOMA: Late April through 
mid -October 
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Avoeer, dickossel bunting, bjjjl horn; kingda®, chad iqve 


KIM HART 



and northern bald eagles srart arriving on 
state lakes and prairies. 

Ilie bald eagle in particular is one spe- 
cies many Oklahomans never thought they 
would see floating Oklahoma skies again, 
but thanks to intense rein trod action efforts 
by organizations like die George M. Sutton 
Avian Research Center in Bartlesville, not only 
do we now have breeding populations of eagles, 
wc have migrant populations as well. 

According to Dan Reinking, a biologist 
with the Sutton Center, Oklahoma is actually 
a desirable location for migrating eagles. 

“There are two subspecies of bald eagles," 
says Reinking, “the northern and southern. 
The southern is the one we have nesting 
here in Oklahoma, but during the winter 
months, the northern bald eagles, which 
normally nest in Alaska and Canada, come 
south because bald eagles, being primarily 
fish-carers, need open water to feed. Our 
lakes, since they done freeze most winters, 
are a good habitat for them.” 


Reinking says Oklahoma gets a big influx 
of raptors in the winter, from prairie falcons 
to merlins* 

This incredible movement isn’t just con- 
fined to the spring and tall, however, 
“Probably the first thing to know about 


migration is that it's actually year-round,” says 
Oklahoma State University zoology p rafts- 
so r Tim O'Connell* “Most people think of 
migration as south in the winter, north in 
the spring, but in reality there's something 
migrating at every time of the year*" 


Often, juvenile shorebirds arriving later 
to northern breeding locations have not yet 
reached sexual maturity* Being bored teenag- 
ers with nothing to do, they sometimes start 
wandering their way south. 

The result, sayvS O’Connell, is that Okla- 


Canada geese, familiar to Oklahomans, 
typically fly in a V-shaped formation* 

homa birders can start picking up their first 
fa 1 1 m ig ra n c s bdo re i t s t ec h n i c al ly summer. 
“Migration as a whole is so much more 
complex than what we typically learn about 
as kids,” says O'Connell* “There's always 
something moving*” 

O US, THIS ANNUAL EXODUS IS A 
joy to behold, a vibrant, ever-chang- 
ing splash of color and sound played out 
across the vast canvas of the Oklahoma sky. 
My adopted kingbirds are just a tiny brush 
stroke on this canvas. Ihere are millions 
more that, when taken as a whole, constitute 
a living, undulating masterpiece we watch, 
mesmerized, as it unfolds before us. Parsed 
to its most elemental, perhaps the root of our 
fascination with birds is envy: They can fly 
and we cannot. Aloft and free, their world 
is the wind, and we, as clumsy, earthbound 
prisoners, can only hope to experience their 
un tethered freedom vicariously through 
observation and adulation. 

To the birds, however, its deadly serious 
business* Along the way, they face innumerable 
hazards: television towers, vehicles, build- 
ings, plate-glass windows, sudden storms, 
starvation, exhaustion, and predators. Over 

Sandhill cranes migrate in large flocks 
and can be found at the Great Salt 
Plains from late September through 
late November before they head south 
for the winter. 



Birds migrate during the day and pass silently over our heads 

AS WE SLEEP AT NIGHT, MOONLIT GHOSTS IN A RESTLESS SKY. 
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a six-year period, Arterburn collected more 
than 1,500 dead birds around buildings in 
downtown Tulsa. A study published in the 
bulletin of the Oklahoma Ornithological 
Society in 1 987 documented 1 ,802 dead birds 
comprising 87 species collected from one 
television tower in northeastern Oklahoma 
in a ten-year period. 

One bitterly cold winter morning, I watched 
as a bald eagle, perched calmly on the shelf 
ice at Fort Supply Lake, ripped great tufts of 
down and chunks of flesh from the carcass of 
a Canada goose, one migrant feasting on an- 
other. Another time, my wife and I discovered 
the still -warm and limp bodies of a pair of 


scissor- tailed flycatchers in one of the many 
n e w h o Lisi ng d evel op m en ts i ji ch i ng t h ei r way 
outward from Norman into the surrounding 
countryside. They had survived the arduous 
trip from Central America but stood no chance 
against the rows of gleaming bay windows 
that hadn't been there the year before. The 
avian life is indeed a tough one* 

"The act of migration is incredibly danger- 
ous ” says O'Connell. "I estimate that about 
70 percent ol adults survive year to year." 
O'Connell cites research into w arbler mortality 
published in the Journal of Animal Ecology as 
evidence of just how dangerous. '"They found 
if you break down the year and divide it into 


breeding, wintering, and migration, the bulk 
of the mortality, 85 percent of it, happens 
during migration* Its incredibly stressful on 
birds, Ihey spend much more time moving 
between places than being someplace." 


O F COURSE, THIS FORCES US TO 
ask why birds migrate in the first 
place. Why do they subject themselves to 
such duress, and how do they invariably 
find their way back every year? 

Tli ere are varied reasons and theories on 
why birds migrate, just as there are an equally 
varied number of theories on exactly how they 
do it. Following food sources and favorable 









weather are certainly two reasons why birds 
might migrate, but there remains a certain 
amount of debate on a definitive answer. 
Some speculate that most of the neotropical 
migrants that breed in northern ladrudes 
like Oklahoma originated in the tropics, and 
the urge to return every year is an ancient, 
vestigial memory of home. 

The mechanics of migration are perhaps 
more quantifiable but no less amazing. 

Circadian and circatmual rhythmsare the 
natural worlds micro and macro biological 
clocks. Anyone who has done shift work, 
had a child, or crammed for a test knows all 
about the body's twenty-four-hour circadian 



rhythm. Thedrcannual rhythm, on the other 
hand, is the body's seasonal biological clock. It 
instigates behavioral or physiological changes 
based on seasonal factors like the amount of 
sunlight in a day. In fact, this photoperiod- 
ism is one of the most powerful eircannual 
rhythms and is believed to be a primary 
instigator of avian migration. 

Twice a year, in anticipation of their journey, 
many birds begin a frenetic period of eating 
called hyperphagia. They are, in essence, fat- 
tening themselves up for the journey ahead, 
and they metabolize thar fat incredibly ef- 
fectively. But it is how birds navigate that 
seems to capture the imagination. 


The state bird, the scissor-failed fly- 
catcher does not dwell in Oklahoma 
year-round but visits the state from 
April through October. 

summer and winter visitors, take a little 
bit of the stare with them when they leave. 
The scissor-tail is often called Oklahoma's 
“tropical ambassador” and it is remarkable 
to contemplate that the very same birds we 
enjoy here for part of the year draw equal 
amounts of admiration from people Haifa 
world away. 

In my office 1 have an old map of the 
Americas taped to the wall, and as I trace 


Perhaps the root of our fascination with birds is envy: 
'They can fly and we cannot. 


Birds may navigate by pinpointing or fol- 
lowing geographical landmarks and terrain 
features, celestial bodies like stars, the earth's 
magnetic field, ultraviolet and polarized light, 
the pull of gravity, or extremely low-frequency 
sound waves. In the words of a Cornell sci- 
entist quoted in a 1979 National Geographic 
article, “They [birds j are hearing, seeing, and 
sensing a world expanded from ours.” 
However they achieve their remarkable 
feats, Oklahoma's migratory birds, both 

The ruby-throated hummingbird is 
< attracted ta suburban gardens. Hum- 
g mingbirds are the only birds that fly 
S backwards. 


a path from Oklahoma southward, I often 
wonder what kind of place my kingbirds 
have chosen as their winter home. Is it a 
sleepy village on the Yucatan peninsula, or 
would a bustling intersection or city square 
remind them of home? 

Wherever they end up going every winter is, 
in the end, irrelevant, just one more mystery 
among many tor the hopelessly earthbound 
to contemplate. Even the most rudimentary 
knowledge of our feathered friends' astonish- 
ing journey is satisfying enough. They, like 
all of Oklahoma’s migratory birds, are our 
conduits to the rest of the world, one more 
way in which our story is woven into the 
Earths tapestry. 
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Maufoa Mcjbefonau 

by R.£. JlUtJUey 

AddiUattcU ^pMtiny by 
Mefan ftaidm&n 


J.M. and Betty Bailey first opened J.M/s 
Restaurant in Eufaula in April 1955. Since 
then, J.M. has cooked thousands of chicken 
tries for patrons. The restaurant's home- 
style cuisine often draws large crowds will* 
mg to wait in line for a table. 
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T he longevity ofj.m.'s restaurant in eufaula 

is testament to the notion that if you do something well 
you might as well stick with it. 

Since 1955, J.M. and Betty Bailey have been serving 
up comfort food in their hometown. Seventy- two -year- 
old Betty, who rarely flips a burger, gives her husband all the 
credit, saying, “He's the best cook you've ever seen." 

J.M, Bailey started in the restaurant business when he was 
eleven, washing dishes standing on a Coke box in another 
Eufaula eatery, the long-gone 73 Cafe, After serving as a mess 
sergeant in the army, he opened J.M. s. 

"I started with nine stools,” says namesake and head cook 
J.M, Bai ley, seven ty- 1 h rce . 

In 1 957, after a wayward automobile demolished the front 
part of the building, the restaurant expanded into its current 
configuration: a short counter, four booths, and a small dining 
room with a maximum seating capacity of fifty-seven, 

Back then, a chicken-fried steak with two vegetables for 
forty- five cents was the most popular offering. The chicken fry, 
now $6.95 with three vegetables and yeast rolls to die for, is 

still the most ordered, A burger and fries goes for $2.95, and a 
rotating list of specials (pork chops, calf liver, and pot roast, to 
name a few) supplements the extensive 
regular menu. 

Hefty Black Angus steaks, fried 
chicken, and inexpensive breakfasts 
featuring flaky biscuits and sausage 
cream gravy are enduring favorites. The 
He-Man breakfast at just under four 
bucks has two of everything — -eggs, 
sausage links, bacon, and pancakes. 

Barbecue ribs and catfish are featured 
on Tint rsd ays and seafood specialties 
on weekends. 

J.M.s is also loved for its pies — the \ 
coconut, German chocolate, lemon, , 
and “dream cooler" cream pies sport 
meringue as extravagant as the beehive 
hairdos of the restaurants early days. 




2 pounds of beef cube steak 
2 cups flour 
2 

1 egg 
1 cup milk 

Salt and pepper, to laste 
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“They have a person who knows how to make them and 
make them good” says Eufaula resident Aloha McDaniel. “1 
have three favorites: die millionaire pie, the strawberry cream, 
and the caramel cream." 

Combine J.M. s small-town prices with consistent quality 
and excellent service, and the result is lines that stretch a block 
on Friday and Saturday nights. 

“We try to put out the best money can buy," says J.M., who 
occasionally prepares special items, like ribs, from his home 
kitchen. “We don't have a big turnover. We have employees 
who have been here five, ten. twenty- five years." 

Eufaula was forever changed with the creation of Lake Eufaula 
in the early 1960s, and these days J.M. s serves more than its 
share of "lake people” down for the weekend from Oklahoma 
City or Tulsa. As Betty notes, “Were known everywhere.” 

Still, it s the kind of place where folks nod hello as they 
pass one another’s tables. Sitting in a booth, with the Weather 
Channel silently blinking on the TV in the corner, diners can 
watch the life of a small Oklahoma town come and go. Along 
with the food, the red leatherette upholstery is comforting — and 

comfortable. The middle-aged waitresses, coffee pots in hand, 
banter with the regulars in overalls and farm caps, 'l ime goes 
by, but not quickly. 

“We have old-time customers we really love," says J.M. “I 
like to sit down and talk with them,” 

On the way in or out, patrons can 
almost always spot J.M, and Bern behind 
the counter. The couple took their very 
first vacation last summer— a weeklong 
Alaskan cruise. Of course, laughs Betty, 
J.M. spent some time inspecting the 
ship's galley. As a result, the restaurant has 
installed a brand-new kitchen. 

And with chat, J.M.’s is ready for the 
next fifty years. 


powder 


J.M, $ Restaurant is open Monday through 
Saturday from 6 a. w. to 8:30 p.m. 113 Sal- 
mon Road in Eufaula , (918) 689-9474 . 
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HOW ONE OSU GRADUATE. 

A SKETCH ON AN ART PAD, AND 
AN ORDER OF CHEESE FRIES 

became Oklahoma’s most 

SUCCESSFUL COMBINATION. 
PRESTON JONES REPORTS ON 
THE THIRTY-YEAR RISE OF STAN 
CLARK AND ESKIMO JOE’S. 




& the Entrepreneur 


HEN YOU FIRST LAY EYES ON THE ESKIMO 
Joes logo, what strikes you are the gargan- 
tuan grins plastered on the faces of Joe and 
his dog, Bufly. 

Smiles abound at this Stillwater institution of 
hot food, cool music, and good times, and not just on the merchan- 
dise — they’re so prevalent you start feeling slightly self-conscious 
if a few minutes elapse and you haven’t grinned, too. 

Maybe its a result of the infectious enthusiasm with which 
company cofounder and owner Stan Clark talks about the early 
days, the Joe s Special burger, or diose iconic T-shirts and cups. 
Maybe it stems from the obvious affection Clarks employees, 
from executives to hostesses, have lor not only the company hut 
for coming to work every day But more likely its due to the fact 
that Clark, against odds, has built an extremely profitable, world- 
famous empire out of merely having a good time in the down-home, 
friendly college town of Stillwater, Oklahoma, 

In fact, so abundant are the pleasantries and good cheer that you 
might wonder: Does Clark, or anyone ar Eskimo Joes lor that matter, 
ever feel down, have a bad day or just not smile once in a while? 

“1 think Ivc seen Stan mad maybe two or three rimes,” says 
Eskimo Joes vice president John Kill arm a friend of Clarks for 
thirty years. '"There’s never a bad streak, never any moodiness- — he 
always finds the positive in absolutely everything. As a company 
were blessed. It s not all about making a dime here; it s about 
treating customers the best,” 

“That smile on the Eskimo is apropos. It represents this business, 
and it represents the guy in charge," says Eskimo joe s art director Mike 
Staubus, a friend and coworker of Clarks since the early eighties. 

Even Clark himself freely admits it. 


“Without question, the main thing I really bring is my en- 
thusiasm," says Clark. “The one thing that set us apart when we 
started Joes was otir enthusiasm. Thats still kind of our core 
product; wc re not saving any lives here, nothing real serious. Its 
all about having a good time, and 1 think weve done that with 
some flair and some energy" 

It's this bold, fearless sense of exuberant optimism that has kept 
Eskimo Joes, “Stillwater’s Jumpin’ Little Juke Joint,” thriving 
for three decades. Opened in July 1975 by Clark and Steve File 
(whom Clark bought out in 1978), two Oklahoma State University 
graduates whose diplomas were barely two months old, Eskimo 
Joes blossomed from a shoestring operation in an old diner on 
West Elm to four restaurants spanning cuisines from Mexico to 
Italy a globally recognized clothing company and that beaming 
Eskimo and his loyal dog known the world oven 

Indeed, its the instantly recognizable logo — ‘Created on the 
fly in 1975 by freshman OSU commercial art student Bill 
Thompson — -that Clark credits with making Eskimo Joes into 
something more than a mere bar. 

“There's no doubt thats the luckiest thing that ever happened 
to us. Bill designed it on an art pad sitting in the front window of 
Joes ” Clark says. "'I didn't have any idea how' great ir was. All I knew’ 
was that 1 liked it. Joes got that great big smile, and there’s BufFy the 
wonder dog, right at his side. It drew me in from the first time I saw 
it, and its had a similar effect on so many others since then,” 

In 1 975 at age 22 , Stan Clark opened Eskimo Joe's in Still- 
water, He has spent the past 30 years turning what be- 
gan as a college hangout into a successful company with 
four restaurants and a large-scale clothing operation. 
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Smiles abound at this 
Stillwater institution of 

HOT FOOD, COOL MUSIC, AND 
GOOD times. 

IT'S A PLAN, STAN 

SK ANYONE WHO KNOWS HIM WHAT MAKES STAN 
Clark tick, what keeps him moving forward, and you 11 get 
a strikingly similar response; Aside from refusing to settle 
and relentlessly working to improve the customers experience, this 
fifty-rwo-ycar-old boy at heart just wants everyone to let the good 
times roll 

“He wants people to have fun," Killam says, "from the customers 
to the employees to the vendors* he treats everyone the same." 

"He has this wonderful sense of humor,” says Debra Bailey, 
deputy director of the Oklahoma Restaurant Association, who 
has worked with Clark on the ORAs board of directors. "He's 
delightful to be around and genuinely interested in people* We 
love him; we think he’s a great guy 


"The thing about Stan is hes always, always, always tried to 
recognize everybody as a friend,” says Michael Brierley, a lor- 
mcr employee of Clarks and an OSU alumnus now living in 
Decatur, Georgia. 

These testimonials might seem suspect until you actually sit 
down face-to-face with the man* In normal conversation, Clark 
exudes charisma and seems genuinely happy to see every single 
person he crosses paths with in a given day. 

" lhe principles I started the company on are the principles 1 
was raised with. My family values from home w-ere w hat 1 was 
working from ” says Clark, who grew up in Tulsa, "My mom is 
a very positive person; one of her favorite things to say is Tf you 
can t say anything nice, don’t sav anything at all/ which is great 
advice, I was always taught to have a positive outlook. If there’s 
an issue, don’t dwell on it; don’t go on and on about it. Just figure 
out a positive way around it, figure out a solution. 

A 1983 legislative change proved Clark knows how to problem- 
sol ve. That year, a new state law raised the legal drinking age in 
Oklahoma from eighteen to twenty-one, a decision which could 
easily have shuttered the burgeoning bar* 

When Joe’s first opened its doors, its mission was to serve ice-cold 
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An Order of Joes Cheese Fries 


* Eskimo Joe's cheese fries are 

loved— and craved— by 
students, locals, and OSU 
alumni the world over Starr 
jng at the top, a layer of 
Monterey jack melts through 
a hot mound of fries. No 
bickering over who has 
more of the yellow and 
white; The cheese is propor- 
tioned on every order 

* The second part of the dish 

derives from Idaho spuds, 
hand-cut in Joe's kitchen 
and fried in vegetable oil to 
a perfect golden brown, 

* General manager Tim 

Holland says Eskimo joe's 
plows through approxi- 
mately 5,500 pounds of 
potatoes per month. 


* Live on the edge? Joe's 
cheese fries are available 
with options: bacon, chili, 
peppered bacon, and 
chicken. The original and 
bacon cheese fries are 
most popular, amassing 
5,000 orders per month. 


• Cheese fry connoisseurs 
know it's all about the 
dunk. All orders arrive 
with sides of Joe's home- 
made ranch, but some 
dippers request honey- 
mustard or ketchup. 


* Talk about free pub. joe's 
cheese fries have been 
heralded by former 
President George H.W. 
Bush, NBA star and OSU 
hoopster Desmond Mason, 
and the ESPN SportsCen- 
ter broadcast team. 

— Steffie Corcoran 



beer at affordable prices ro the college population of Oklahoma 
Srate University. Since most college students don t hit twenty-one 
until their junior or even senior year, Clark felt comfortable that 
his target market would be endlessly replenished each fall. When 
the legislature pushed the drinking age to twenty-one, he didn't 
panic and give up; he introduced food into the equation. 

“Obviously, that was a very traumatic time for us,” Clark says. 
“Wc had this eight-year history, and by then, Joes was a fabulous 
business. I was chinking, I don't even know how I T m going to 
survive this. It seemed apparent to me that what I needed to do 
was expand the product mix, increase the hours of operation, try 
to leverage the good name we had and the really cool facility, and 
put food into it to see if %ve could make it stand on something 
other than beer sales.” 

After witnessing the explosive growth of Eskimo Joes culinary 
additions — as Clark puts it, “I was really tickled to find out more 
people cat every day than drink every day” — he decided to gamble 
on opening another restaurant, Stillwater Bay, in 1984, one in part 
modeled on a then-litde-known franchise called T.G. I. Fridays. 

What drew Clark to this chain of eclectic pubs? You guessed 
it- — a palpable sense of fun. 

Like this group photographed in the early 1 980s, OSU stu- 
dents have been enjoying good times at Stillwater's lumpin' 
Little Juke Joint for 30 years. Eskimo Joe's even has made 
news in national publications. In 2000, the Sporting News 
named it the Best College Postgame Hangout, and in 2005, 
Joe's ranked third an the Sports Illustrated list of the Perfect 
10 College Sports Bars. 


"I was just blown away by [T.G.I. Fridays] atmosphere Clark 
says. “It was exciting — its kind of what I modeled Stillwater Bay 
after when ir first opened; a fun, see-and-be-seen type of environ- 
ment where we had great food but also a more fun experience 
than anyone had brought to Stillwater.” 

After Stillwater Bay came the south-ofothe-b order- themed 
Mexico Joes in 1987, and that in turn led to the most recent 
addition to the family, joseppis kalian Kitchen, which celebrated 
ins fifth anniversary in May. Naturally, all of these establishments 
are linked not only by Clark but by memorable, character-driven 
logos similar in style to the original Eskimo joe and Bufiy. 

Both Kill am and Stan bus describe the corporate culture at 
Joes as directly influenced by Clarks upbeat, sunny attitude, 
particularly evident in “Smiles 101,” the training every one 
of the six hundred employees staffing the various Stan Clark 
Co m pa n ies receives . 

“Everybody we hire goes through it/ Clark says. “It doesn’t matter 
if they're going to be the controller in our accounting department, 
work in our call center, wash dishes, or be a general manager of 
a restaurant. Its my opportunity to share my enthusiasm and let 
them know how important their enthusiasm will be. 

While the more cynical may doubt the effects of this approach, 
it s hard to argue with the staff's attitudes. 

“1 love working here,” says Kathryn Fitzsimmons, an OSU 
junior who puts in hours at Mexico Joe’s. “Everyone is very 
friendly and easygoing. The managers stress how important it is 
to keep a smile on your face while you're at work, and its amazing 
how much better, friendlier, and more fun the workplace can be 
when everyone is smiling and getting along.” 
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When Joe’s first opened 

ITS DOORS, ITS MISSION WAS 
TO SERVE ICE-COLD BEER AT 
AFFORDABLE PRICES. 


RAGS TO RICHES 

'fPjl ERHAPS MORE SO THAN THE PRESIDENT GEORGE 
H.W. Bush-endorsed cheese fries, Eskimo Joes is known 
lor its clothes. From Tahlequah to Tokyo, Joe and Bufly 
often appear where you least expect them, offering an instant 
bond for anyone familiar with the duo from Stillwater* 
Although Clark politely declines to disclose just how much 
Eskimo Joes Clothes, founded in f988, and its attendant stores in 
Tulsa and Oklahoma City rake in annually, suffice it to say all that 
merchandise accounts for a hef ty chunk of change. In 1998, the 
magazine Wearables Business wrote that of $14 million in reported 
profits by Stan Clark Companies* clothing and miscellaneous 
products accounted for more than 70 percent of the total* 

For all the cash the merchandise creates now, the T-shirt emblazoned 
with the grinning mascots had an inauspicious beginning* 

When Joe's opened its doors on July 21, 1 975, six dozen T-shirts 
were sold over the bar* In fact, even as the bar and later, restaurant, 
became increasingly popular, the shirts continued to change hands 
over the bar, despite the awkward setup. 

“The bartenders were sclli ng them from behind the 
bar* We had a little closet there, and most of the bat k 
stock was kept in the building next door/' ( 'lark says. 

“We literally would run out of the back door at Joes 
to the building next door, unlock the building, run 
back to where we kept the shirts, find the persons 
size, run back, lock the door, come back in the back 
door of joe’s, and then present the product to the 
customer* We sold a lot of shirts that way." 

I he birth of Eskimo Joes Clothes, a retail store next 
door to Eskimo Joes, allowed customers to sample a 
wide range of Buffy and Joe products- — -everything 
from shot glasses to wallets and basketballs — without I 

setting foot in the dining area. Not only did visitors 
to Stillwater start sporting Jock memorabilia in 
locales near and far, Joes clothes became known 
the world over* 

“Stan Clark is a true Oklahoma success story/" 
says Governor Brad Henry, who likes to indulge in a joes Special 
and cheese fries when visiting Eskimo Joe’s. “He took a fledgling 
business and turned it into something of a global phenomenon, with 
people from here to Timbuktu sporting Eskimo Joes T-shirts.” 
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In 2003, Stan Clark added Eskimo Joe's Promotional 
Products Group, which manufactures corporate apparel 
and creative designs, to his cadre of companies* Above, an 
early Eskimo Joe's handbill 


50 OKLAHOMAIOOAY ■ JULV/AUGUSI 2005 










CITIZEN JOE 

S ESKIMO JOE’S GAINED PROMINENCE 
/ and became synonymous with the college 
Ubwl town of Stillwater, Clark was quick to display 
another admirable character trait: continued generosity 
to his community and alma mater. By his estimation, the 
Stan Clark Companies have donated well over a million 
dollars to various charitable causes over the years. 

“Hes a guy who gives back a whole lot ro the community 
in which he lives and to the industry he has made a living 
in. That says a lot about him,” says Debra Bailey 
“In just about every college town, you’ll find those 
unique establishments that share a special relationship with 
students and alumni,” says OSD president David Schmid I y 
“Eskimo Joes is that kind of place, Stan Clark is one of our 
most famous alumni, and he has been extremely supportive oi 
his alma mater. We greatly appreciate what he has done for OSU 
and Stillwater.” 

Indeed, its a love of Stillwater and by extension, Oklahoma, 
that has kept Clark rooted in the red earth, never branching out 
into potentially lucrative Hard Rock Cafe-style franchises and 
remaining true to his vision, begun thirty years ago. 

l T jusr love Stillwater. To me, people associate Eskimo joe s and 
Stillwater. Certainly on millions of shirts, it says, "Eskimo Joes, 
Stillwater, Oklahoma,” says Clark, whose family wife Shannon 
and their three young children, call the college community home. 
“People have embraced us to a level I could’ve never imagined, 
and because of that, it feels right that there's only one, and its 
here in Stillwater We wouldn’t have located here were it not for 
Oklahoma State. Its just home; that's all there is to it.” 


The T-shirt emblazoned 
WITH THE GRINNING 
MASCOTS HAD AN 
INAUSPICIOUS BEGINNING. 


“There’s a feeling that we Ye a big part of St ill water. The Conven- 
tion and Visitors Bureau once told me that Joes anniversary parties 
were bigger than OSU football games. Of course, OSU football 
games weren't doing so hot back then,” says Killam, laughing. 

As fo r J oe s eco nomic ini pac t , y o u certainly wo n’t get any 
complaints from the city it calls home. The Stillwater Chamber 
of Commerce named Clark the Small Business Person of the Year 
in 1985, More recently in 2003 the Small Business Administra- 
tion named Eskimo Joes to its National Hall of Fame, the only 
Oklahoma company so honored. 

Until Hie early 1 990s, when crowds became unmanageable, 
Eskimo Joe's celebrated its anniversary with a July street 
party. This year's thirtieth anniversary activities will include 
Mardi Gras and pajama parties and an outdoor festival. 


The Eskimo Joe's website publishes the Wall of Fame, where 
Joe's enthusiasts submit photos of themselves wearing Joe's 
clothes during their travels. 

Yet another unique aspect of this ever-jumpin’ little juke joint is 
that in a state so driven by antagonistic football rivalries, Joe’s is a place 
where fans of both sides can come together over burgers and beer. 

“You would never go ro Auburn and walk into an Eskimo Joe’s, 
whether it was a popular bar or not. being a Georgia fan, ' Brier ley 
says, “You wouldn't be a Tennessee fan and go to the trendy place 
in Athens, Georgia, But in Stillwater, everyone can come.” 

And every July seemingly everyone does come. Eskimo Joes 
anniversary celebrations have become gigantic weeklong parties. 
This year, the thirtieth anniversary— with its apt and entirely 
unsurprising theme, “Your Smile Is Contagious— Be Outra- 
geous” — is a particularly significant one for Clark, enough to 
make him pause, however briefly and take stock, 

"Its hard for me to believe, for one thing," Clark says. “I've still 
got so much passion and energy for what we re doing every day and 
every week that it just doesn’t seem possible that many years have 
passed. I’m not the kind of guy who sics back and reflects; Pm having 
fun and trying to figure out the next deal were going to do.' 

While the world around it has changed, the eve r-ehull lent 
Stan Clark and his baby the Stillwater institution Eskimo Joes, 
have remained all smiles for the last thirty years. If Clark has 
anything to sav about it, Joe and Buffy — and the whole world 
with them— will keep smiling for many more. 

Eskimo Joes celebrates its thirtieth anniversary July IS through 23 . 
Included among the scheduled e units are an outdoor kids' carnival from 
9 u. m. to noon on July 19> a J 70s ladies' night with a concert from 
Superfreak at 10:30 p , m, on July 21, and thirty-cent domestic draws 
for everyone wearing a Joes shirt from 6 to 10 p.m. on July 23. Fora 
complete list of anniversary events, click on eskimojoes.com , 
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Oklahoma DVD 

Celebrate rhe 
Oklahoma spirit, 57 
minutes. Si 9.95 


Taste of Heaven 


Centennial Coins 

The first in a series of six 
Centennial coins to be re- 
leased by 2007. Each coin 
comes with 
of authentic! 
Available in 
Bronze, Gold 
plate, and .999 
solid Silver. 
Bronze: $1 0.00, 
Gold: $25.00, 
Silver: $50.00. 


Oklahoma 

24/7 

This 1 44-page vol- 
ume was created 
from the America 
24/7 project. The 
557 digital photo- 
graphs contained 
in the book were 
taken during a 
single week by 
Oklahoma pho- 
tographers, Hard- 
back, $24.95, 



Five Chiu Salsa 

Shooting Star Farms has created 
this salsa from five different chile- 
blended together. Not too hot, nc 
too mild, this salsas just right for 
everyone s palate, 1 2 oz, jar, $5.5( 



This delightful book contains over 250 
mouth-watering recipes, a bread- baking 
guide, and a unique international ingredient 
chart. Hardback, $21.95. 


Bling 

Strut your stuff with one of these 
ft exquisite jeweled pins. Each is made 
^ with brilliant Austrian crystals en- 
mk cased in either gold or silver meta 
JL 1 13/36” diameter. 

$25.00 each. 


Oklahoma State Flag 

Show your state pride with an of- 
ficial state flag. 3" x 5‘ . $35.00 


* 1 -State Seal Gold 

* 2-State Seal Silver 

* 3-TU 
f 4-OSU 
5-OU 


Use the order 
shop online at 


form in this issue, or 
oklahomatoday.com. 




OKTKIDS 


'I is laser lag on steroids, “ 

Craig Hgxman, owner of Dodge City Paintball, in the Daily Oklahoman, 2003 



Match 

THESE PEOPLE 


SUMMER READER 

Let's Clean Up! by Peggy Perry Anderson 

In a familiar saga, the frog Family struggles 
to teach son Joe how to cleon up his room. 

The Stinky Cheese Man and Other 
Fairly Stupid Tales by Jon Sdeszba 

These hilarious fractured fairy tales are viv- 
idly illustrated by Oklahoman Lane Smith. 

Red -Dirt Jessie by Anna Myers 
A Dust Bowl family's struggle makes for capti- 
vating historical fiction. 

The Outsiders bySM. Hinton 
Written in I 967 by a seventeen-year-old 
Tulsan, this young adult classic remains a must- 
read. 


Walk in the footsteps of these notorious figures from the 
past with a visit to one of Oklahoma's historic sites. Match 
each individual to the place most associated with them. 


T) LUCILLE MULHALL 

2) JEFFERSON DAVIS 

3) GERONIMO 

4) II COL. GEORGE A. CUSTER 


A) FORT SUL 

B) 101 RANCH 

C) WASHITA BATTLEFIELD 

D) FORT GIBSON 



Tub 




SPLAT! 


" n 1 1.\ mJmm 

STATE PARK SCRAMBLE ■ 

Stare parks mix fun in the sun with nature and public access, Grab a state | ven ^ tw games on six themed fields. Twenty 
map and unscramble these parks to reveal summer vacation hot spots. j] cl ^ 1 C ° C f oaintball nun, mask, and a hundred 

IniL 1 M y ■ to wcar that safety mask; battles 

1 ) XETLAEMAKO | P amtM , ' —Megan Rossman 

can get rough. 

2) TIEHATLRSALA | (405) ^0606or 

3) DROYNRANCEOCK | sha ^ hmth ^JJ^) !l 3^3745 fr dodgetitypaintball 

► am $• tKS. T. Indoor Paintball, 

4) DSREVABENEB 91 I m 1 8) 455-7928 or 

|l 4P SS ncatindoorpaintball.com. 

5) LAESARVATECBASRN 

^ H 
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FRONTIER COUNTRY 

1-800-386-65S2 • www.oktourism.com 

Produced in cooperation with the Oklahoma Tourism & Recreation Department. 
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19 9 5 - 2 0 0 5 
A DECADE OF HOPE 


OKLAHOMA CITY 

NATIONAL 

MEMORIAL 


<>20 N, HARVEY AVENUE OKLAHOMA CITY, OKLAHOMA 73102 
403.235,3313 WWW.OKl.AHOMACI FYNA'I IONAI.MEMORIAL.ORG 


A PROMISE KEPT 

A DECADE OF HOPE 


A SPECIAL TIME TO VISIT 

OKLAHOMA CITY NATIONAL MEMORIAL & MUSEUM 

TEN YEAR COMMEMORATION | 1995-2005 


Fred Beaver and Acee Blue Eagle: 
Oklahoma Indian Artists 


Through October 23, 2005 



FW BciticT, Mf>viog in llw HveTgttidcs, 
18 It 4” it H }f2*>rpuacht tin 


Paintings and sketches 
From the Museums 
prestigious Arthur and 
Shi fra Silberman 
Collection and works 
from other fine institutions 
showcase the art of Fred 
Beaver and Acee Blue 
Eagle. Beaver, of Creek 
ancestry, is best known tor 
his paintings of Seminole 
and Creek subjects. Blue 
Eagle, a Creek-Pawnee, 
was one of Oklahoma's 
most prominent Indian 
artists of rhe 20th century, 



History«Art«5hopping*Dining 
1-44, Exit 128B or 129 
Oklahoma City. OK 
(405) 478-2250 

www,nationalcowboymuseum,org 


Join us July 4th at Eldon Lyon Park 

?i§'n in Oklahoman 


irsl BETHANY 



Freedom Run ★ Pa rade + Million Dollar Golf 
Shootout ^Classic Car Show 
Carnival Rides & Games irlnfiatahles 
(hear Food hCmfiers it Fireworks Display 


Free concert featuring The Coasters and 


Country Music Legend Kenny Rogers 


9 S. 1 KXY 


COX FOXF-j 

£ g Hftil'ft ! CA ■ tG ft I l-JinniTiiiiM -m.o 


w *2?/// Veazeys Party Store* 

+ Mayor J. D. and Pam Johnston* 
Iffy, *Tinker Federal Credit Union* 

m +ABS Golf Cam * Ron's Sports World it 









GETAWAY 

GUIDE 


Hot Spots 


WHERE TO GO IN OKLAHOMA NOW 


Hear ye, hear ye! Weve tome fully equip peel 
with the latest in Oklahoma shopping, 
camping ; surfing, and eating. Need a little 
adture shock! We’ve got that, too. Read on for 
editors ’ picks on matters large and small when 
it comes to getting away fiom it all. 


FOOD FIRST: Arizona 
Mexican Restaurant (7708 
North Owasso Expressway; 
918/274-1047) in Owasso, 
a iamily-owned eatery with 
three Tulsa-area locations) 
serves up chile rellenos to 
die for. 

TINT TALK: At Talking 
Trees Campground and 

Spa (ten miles south of 
Heavener; 918/653-2187 
or talking-trees.com), lush 
pines keep the twenty-five 
tent sires temperate, even 

in summertime. $7.50 per 
person per night. 

IF YOU Build it: Named to 
the 2005 list of Oklahoma’s 
Most Endangered Places, the 
Odd Fellows Widows and 
Orphans Home (211 West 
North Street) in Chccotah 
was huilt in 1902 by Belgian 
immigrant Joseph Foucart. 






PILLOW POWER: At Shiloh 
Morning Inn (888/554- 
7 674 ; Sh iloh M o rn i ngl n n * 
com) near Ardmore, two 
new cottages. Road runner 
Hideaway (with a golf cart 
for trips to and from die inn) 
and the Villa, provide novel 
luxury, $269 per night. 



FIRST CITIZENS: Ponca 
City writer Dan C. Jones’s 

Blood of Our Earth 

(University of New Mexico 
Press, $26.95) is a collec- 
tion of Plains stories told 
in verse and accompanied 
by Comanche artist Ranee 
Hood’s color illustrations. 


HAVE MOUSE, Will Travel: 
Okiahomaroute66.com is 
mother's milk for fanciers of 
the Mother Road. 

SHOP-AHOMA: Head- 
quartered in Shawnee, 

Walls Bargain Center 

( wa I Is ba rgai n ccn tc r . co m ) , 
with twenty-three Okla- 
homa stores, is the largest 
salvage retailer west of the 
Mississippi, meaning new 
merchandise at rock-bottom 
prices. 

BUY IT, You'll Like In Be 
the first on your block to 
show off a rare Franklin 
tree from Me Loud Tree 

Farm (405/361-1513 or 

t ed to rd co o k @y ahoo .com). 
Tire trees reach twenty -five 
tcet in height and are suited 
to an y wel I -d ra i n ed O kl a- 
homa soil, $120. 




CULTURE SHOCK: Last 


spring, thirty-one students 
were given twelve hours, 
a Holga camera, Red 
Bull, and orders to break 
photographic rules. The 

eight winning photographs 

of Red Bull Tunnel Vision 

(redhulltunnel vision, 
com) are on display in July 
at Thyme an American 
Bistro (3023 South 
Harvard; 918/742-7013 or 
webthyme.com} in Tulsa. 

SIZE ISN'T Everything: 
Just south of Stillwater, 
Perkins is perfect for 
a day trip. Must -stops 
include El Mexican© (121 
West Thomas; 405/547- 
7800), Sasser & Company 
Antiques (147 South Main; 
405/547-5298)) and a walk 
through Larsen Studio & 

G al le ry (132 So u t h M a i n ; 
405/210-4945). 
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GREEN COUNTRY 

800-922-2118 • GreenCountryOk.com 
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• Battle of Big Cabin Creek 
•Historic Downtown 

• Antique Shopping 

• Vinnie Ream Cultural Center 

• Eastern Trails Museum 

• Wine Tasting 8c Tours 

• World’s Largest Calf Fry 

• Largest McDonalds 

• Birthplace of Dr. Phil 


AUGUST EVENTS 

6th Route 66 Summer Feat Car 
Show & Sidewalk Sale 
24th Will Rogers Memorial 
Rodeo Parade 
24th All Settlers Day Get- 
Together &r Talent Show 
2 3 -2 7 th 69 th Annual Will 
Rogers Memorial Rodeo 



Claremore Welcomes: 


Claremore Air Show at Claremore Airport 
July 23 rd & 24 th 

Will Rogers Raceway presents the National Midget Races 
August 3rd— 6th 


VINITA AREA CHAMBER OF COMMERCE 

(918)256-7X33 ■ Fax (918) 256-8261 
www.vinita.com ■ email: Ghamber@Yinita.com 



Annual Blucgrass tk Chili Festival 

September 8th- 1 Oth 

For more information on upcoming forms, group 
mar}, or onr-thiy XQtm> cot! or visit us online* 


419 West Will Rogers 
Ckremore, OK 74017 
(918) 341-8688 • 1-877-341-8688 
cvb#e la re more, o fg “ www. v isircla rem o re .org 



Y.0.UXRE HOLDING 


Just fifteen minutes from downtown Tulsa, 
there is a place like no other. 

In one day you can play a round of golf, cat in a Las Vegas style buffet, 
play blackjack or poker, sip a cold beer or cocktail, enjoy steak and fresh 
seafood at McGills, listen to live music and sleep in a beautiful hotel room. 

Don’t forget, you get to wake up and do it all over again tomorrow. 


1-44 - Exit 240 • Tulsa, Oklahoma 
Toll Free (800) 760-6700 
www.cherokeecasino.com 
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GET AWAY GUIDE 


"This is a greal way to hove a leisurely ride and see Payne County. ' 

— Stillwater mayor Bud Lacy, a frequent Tour of Payne participant 



CYCLE NOTES 


► SOMETIME ATHLETES 

An estimated 32 percent of 
Oklahomans are at least 
occasional bicyclists. 

► PURCHASE POWER 

Bicyclists impact retail sales: 
They spend more than 
SI 0 million annually in 
Oklahoma. 

► DON'T FORGET THIS 

What to carry with you: 

* Water 

• Snacks 

• Bike pump 

* Patch ktt 

* Spare tube 

• Tools 

* Rainwear 

• Cell phone 

► USE YOUR HEAD 

In Oklahoma, 75 to 100 
persons are hospitalized 
each year with a bicycle- 
related brain injury. Helmets 
are 85 to 88 percent 
effective in preventing or 
reducing injuries. 

SOURCES: Oklahoma Bicycle 
Coalition & Oklahoma State 
Deportment of Health 


No Payne, 
No Gain 


P USH THE PEDAL 
at the eleventh an- 
nual Tour of Payne 

hike ride. 

Every Fourth of July, 
more than three hundred 
cyclists participate in 
the twenty- four, thirty' 
six, sixty- two* and one 
hundred-mile rides that 
wea ve t h ro u gh t h e cen t ra 1 
Oklahoma plains. 

Novices and experts can 
enjoy area towns Ripley, 
Cushing, Yale, and Perkins, 
Organizers encour- 
age participants to stop 
at rest stations and take 
in the local atmosphere. 


The Washington Irving 
Trail Museum in Ripley, 
for example, will be open 
for tree tours along the 
twenty-four- mile route. 

But if you are out of 
shape or haven't logged 
many cycling hours, the 
Oklahoma heat can be 
hard to handle. 

“July Fourth is a little 
hot to try to century ride,” 
says race coordinator Mary 
Cash, who also encour- 
ages leaving the thirty-six 
and sixty-two mile rides eg 
experienced bikers. 

Safety is key for event 
sponsors Red Dirt Pedal - 


ers. Courses are clearly 
marked and manned by 
support and gear (SAG) 
vehicles that offer as- 
sistance to riders. Don't 
forget the brain bucket: 
Helmets are required lor 
all riders. 

—Brooke Adcox 

Ihe 2005 Tour of Payne, 
Payne on the Plains, begins 
at 7:30 a.m , at the Best 
Western in Stillwater, 600 
Me Elroy. Registration is 
$25, and special room rates 
are available to ride par- 
ticipants. (405) 372-2525 ; 
redd t rtpeda levs, com! fan rtfh 


ADD SPAR K TO THE FOURTH OF JULY WITH A STIllWATER-AREA BIKE RIDE. 
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EVENTSGUIDE 

A Guide to Activities and Events Statewide 


BARTLESVILLE 

Price Tower Arts Center 5 1 0 Dewey. 

July 1-31 , Building images: 70 Years of 
Photography at Hedrich Blessing. July 14, 

28 r Coppertones: A Night of Jazz, (91 8) 
3364949 

The Big Event Aug 20, Hillcresl Country Club. 
(918] 336-5437 

EDMOND 

Heifer Pork 9th & Bryant. July 1-10, The Merry 
Wives of Windsor. July 1 4-Aug 7, love's 
Labors Lost. (405) 340-1222 

Joseph and the Amazing Technicolor 
Dream coat July 1-2, Mitch Park Open-Air 
Amphitheater. (405) 249-7477 
Here Comes the Bride: Weddings in 

America July 1 -16, Edmond Historical 
Society & Museum. (405) 340-0078 

Arcadia Lake Sweep Aug 13, Spring Creek 
Park. (405) 216-7470 

ELK CITY 

Civic Center 1 016 Airport Industrial. July 29-30, 
Route 66 Square Dance Jamboree Aug 1 5, 
Teacher Appreciation Picnic. (580) 225-0207 

Sizzlin' Summer Sidewalk Sale July 30, 
Retail District. (580) 225-0207 


OETA PROGRAM NOTES 


JULY 

4; A Capitol Fourth, 7 p.m. 

Live coverage of the independence Day happening . r 
at the nations capital 

6: Satchmo: The Life of Louis Armstrong, 8 p.m. 

A profile of Armstrong's six-decade career with rare 
personal movies and photographs 
13; George Stevens; A Filmmakers Journey,. 8 p.m. 
Celebrity interviews, including Katharine Hepburn, 
recall the life of an influential urriter, producer, and 
director. 

20: Bob Mewhari, 8 p*m* 

The evolution of a funnyman from his early comedy 
routines in the sixties to the present 

27: GoJdwyn, 8 p.m. 

Dustin Hoffman narrates the story of movie mogul 
Samuel Goldwyn. 

AUGUST 

24: Ralph Ellison: An American Journey, 8 p.m. 

A look at native Oklahoman Ralph Ellison and his 
acclaimed novel Invisible Man 


LAWTON 

Great Plains Coliseum 920 S Sheridan. July 
16 r Mexican Dance. Aug 4-6, Garage Sale. 
Aug 24-28, Homier Tools Sab, (580) 357- 
1483 

Wichita Mountains National Wildlife 
Refuge 1 1 Miles Northwest of Lawton on 
S.H. 49. July 9, Under Cover of Darkness 
Tour. Aug 54), Stars Over the Wichitas. (580) 
429-3222 

Gary Allen Concert July 2, Fort Stll Polo Field. 
(580) 442421 1 

Talking With July 29-30, Museum of the Great 
Plains. (580) 5914730 

Lawton Rangers PRCA Rodeo Aug 10-13, 

LO Ranch Arena. (580) 429-84 1 9 

MUSKOGEE 

Competitive Art Show July 1-31 , Five Civilized 
Tribes Museum. (918) 683-1701 

1 840s Independence Day Celebration July 
4, Fort Gibson Historic Site. (918] 478-4088 

Mud Volleyball Tournament July 16, Love 
Hatbax Sports Complex. (9 1 8] 869-0454 

NORMAN 

Lake Thunderbird Boathouse 1 3700 
Boathouse. July 2, 9, 16, 30, Aug 6, 13, 20, 
27, Sailing Practice Time. July 23-24, West 
Marine Fun Regatta. July 25-Aug 1 , Adult 
Dinghy Sailing Class. (405) 447-4974 

Sam Noble Oklahoma Museum of 
Natural History 2401 Chautauqua. July 
1 -Aug 3 1 , Art & the Animal, July 1 -Aug 3 1 . 
Burgess Shale: Evolution's Big Bong. July 
19, Adult Workshop: Coring for Your Family 
Treasures (405) 325-4712 

The Wizard of Oz July 7-9, Sooner Theatre. 
(405) 321-9600 

Midsummer Night's Fair July 15-16, Lion's 
Park. (405] 329-4523 

OKLAHOMA CITY 

Blue Door 2805 N McKinley. July 16, John 
Greenberg & Chris Wall. July 23, Robert 
Williams CD Release. Aug 26, Willis Alan 
Ramsey CD Release. (405) 524-0738 

Civic Center Music Hall 20 1 N Walker. July 
T3, Inventing Van Gogh. July 5-9, Hello, Dolly! 
July 1 9-23, Elton John & Tim Rice's Aido (405) 
297-2584 

Family Theatre Warehouse 907 W Britton. 
July 5-9, Interactive Drama Camp. July 1 1- 
30, Music Theatre Camp. Aug 8-20, Play 
Production Camp. (405] 848-7469 

Omni pi ex 2 1 00 NE 52nd. July 1-Aug 12, 
Summer Discovery Sessions. July 1-Aug 31 , 
Forces of Nature. July 1-Aug 31 , Gemini Vt 
Spacecraft. July 1 -Aug 3 1 , Summer Nights, 

(405) 602-6664 


State Farr Park 333 Gordon Cooper, July 
21-30, Greater Oklahoma Hunter Jumper 
Horse Show. Aug 12-13, Oklahoma County 
Free Fair Aug 12-14, Oklahoma Hunting & 
Outdoor Show. Aug 12-14, Shootout Barrel 
Racing. Aug 29-3 1 , Team Pen America (405) 
948-6704 

6 Women With Brain Death (Or Expiring 
Minds Want to Know) July 1-3, 7-9, 
Carpenter Square Theater. (405) 232-6500 
Hands On: Squiggles, Wiggles & Giggles 

July 1-Aug 19, City Arts Center. (405) 951- 

0000 

Ozarka Bricktown National Drag Boat 
Race July 8-10, Oklahoma River. (405) 831- 
2279 

Poetry Reading July 31, Aug 28, Full Circle 
Bookstore. (405) 842-2900 
Bullnanza Aug 5-6, Ford Center. {405) 282- 

3785 

Okie Derby Proficiency Air Race Aug 1 9- 

20, Wiley Post Airport. (405) 692-0008 

Gallery Artists Group Show Aug 19-31, 

JRB Art at the Elms. (405) 528-6336 

SHAWNEE 

5K Road Race & Walk July 9, St. Gregory's 
University. (405) 878-5291 

Int'l Finals Youth Rodeo July 1 1-16, Expo 
Center. (405) 275-9780 
Midwest Bluegrass Festival Aug 26-27, 

C i ti ze n Pota watom i Powwow Campground. 
(405) 391-2338 

TULSA 

Expo Square 4145 E 2 1st. July 1-3, 7-10, 

1 3-1 7, 2 1 -23, Horse Racing. July 1 -4, Tuba 
Holiday Circuit Quarter Horse Show. July 
13-15, Pdomtno Youth World Show. July 15- 
1 7, Heart of Tuba Arts & Crafts. July 17-21, 
Polo mi no World Championships. July 29-30, 
Tuner Tech Expo & Car Show. Aug 4-7, Tuba 
Classic Morgan Horse Show. Aug 12-14, 
Powwow oF Champions. Aug 20-21, Grand 
Nat'l Gun & Knife Show. Aug 25-28, Nat'l 
Snaffle Bit Breeders Championship Futurity. 

Aug 27-28, Oklahoma Pinto Horse Show. 

(918) 744-1113 

Tulsa Garden Center 2435 S Peoria. July 
9, 13, Li 'I Greer Thumbs. July 1 1, Once 
in a Blue Moon. July 16, Iris Sale & Bonsai 
Workshop (918] 746-5125 
Tulsa Performing Arts Center I 1 0 E 2nd 
July 1-9, Too Many Sopranos. July 2-12, The 
Mikado July 1 6, Fiddler on the Roof. July 
22-24, 27-30, My Way. Aug 5-7, 12-14, 

Big River. Aug 1 9-2 1 , Tuba Overground Film 
Festival. Aug 19-21 , 25-27, Listen to My 
Heort; The Music of David Friedman (91 8) 
596-2525 

Amadeus Piano Festival July 1 , Various 
Venues. (918] 745-0743 
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Rattlesnake 


On a sightseeing trip through my father's childhood, 

we pass a large rattlesnake, about four feet long, a picture-book rattler, 

with a beautiful diamond pattern on its back and fat, venomous jowls, dead in the road. 

3 ask my father to slow down for a look, but he says he's seen enough 

of dead snakes in his time to keep him, no need for another. 

We are driving south, toward Ninnekah, to visit the houses, once twin 

but grown opart in oge, just like people, where his aunties P Ido and Ella, once lived. 

I am not sure why these houses are important. They are old, like the aunties 

in the photograph my lather shows me, already ancient when my father was a boy. 

They stand dose to the rood, one shut light and partly covered with brambles, 

The other naked, paint peeling, with a young girl and three babies 
playing together on its sagging parch, The girl invites us in, of course: 

Oklahoma hospitality. But my father would rather remember the house the way it was, 
and I don't ask about the past, its dead interior life. 

Still, she obligingly takes our photographs with the Polaroid camera 1 have brought. 

On the way back, post Ninnekah, I look for the dead rattlesnake 
but find only an empty place in the rood where it lay. The photo I hold in my hand 
shows my father and I standing side by side in front of towering honeysuckle, 
the two houses and their shut-up memories behind us. 

My father's arm is around me. 

—Colleen M. Payton 


Colleen M Payton lives and works in Atlanta. 


Dfest 2005 Musk Festival & Industry 
Conference July 8-30, Boston District. (918) 
640-9519 

Free Admission Day Aug 6, Tulsa Zoo, (918) 
669-6600 

VINITA 

Downtown Aug 6, Route 66 Summer Fest 
Car Show & Sidewalk Sale. Aug 24, Will 
Rogers Memorial Rodeo Parade. (9 18] 256- 
7133 

Craig County Free Fair Aug 2-6, Craig 
County Fairgrounds. (9t8) 256-7133 

Will Rogers Memorial Rodeo Aug 23-27, 
American Legion Rodeo Complex. (918) 
25671 33 

WOODWARD 

Plains Indians & Pioneers Museum 2009 
Williams, July 1-31 , Jesse Montes. Aug 1-31, 
Gary Leddy. (580) 256-6136 

Elks Rodeo July 20-23, Crystal Beach Arena. 
(580) 256-9885 

OUT & ABOUT 

ADA Sidewalk Sale, July 30, Downtown. (580) 
436-1600 

ALTUS Great Plains Stampede PRCA Rodeo, Aug 
25-27, Rodeo Arena. (580) 482-0210 


ALVA 50s & 60s Days Road Rally & Crazy Days, 
July 16, Downtown Square. (580) 327-1647 
ANADARKO Caddo County Free Fair, Aug 30, 
Fairgrounds. (405) 247-6651 
BIG CABIN Cabin Creek Vineyard & Winery, 
32153 S 4360 Rd, July 9, Bluegrass & 

Country Music. Aug 6, Second Anniversary 
Party. (918) 783-5218 
BRISTOW IPRA Rodeo, Aug 1 213, Rodeo 
Grounds. (918) 64^3799 
BUFFALO Lion's Club Junior Rodeo, Aug 27, 
Lion's Club Arena. (580) 735-2521 
CARNEGIE Carnegie Round-up Club Rodeo, July 
29-30, City Park. (580) 654- 1 756 
CHECQTAH Haney Springs Battlefield, 1 863 
Honey Springs Battlefield. July 1 5, Memorial 
5K Run, July 16, Annua) Memorial Service. 

(91 8) 473-5572 

CHtCKASHA Grady County Fair, Aug 22 27, 
Grady County Fairgrounds, (405) 224-2216 
CLINTON Hot Dag Daze, July 23, Downtown. 
(580) 323-2222 

COOKSON Cookson Jubilee, July 15-16, TACO 
Building. (918) 457-4390 
CUSHING Community PRCA Rodeo, July 8 9, 
Cushing Rodeo Arena. (91 8] 225-2400 
DAVIS Summerfest 2005, July 2, Wolfe Field, 
(580] 369-2402 

DUNCAN World s Largest Garage Sale, July 22- 
23, Fuqua Park & Citywide. (580) 255-3644 
DURANT Oklahoma Shakespearean Festival, July 
8-3 1 , SEOSU Campus. (580) 745-2860 
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EVE NTSGUIDE 


ONCE UPON A TIME 

Oklahoma City Hosts National Storytelling Contest 


If a picture is worth a 
thousand words, hearing a 
story is worth o thousand im- 
ages. Listeners can dose their 
eyes and let the flow of words 
carry them to places wild and 
extraordinary, 

Oklahoma City will offer 
up tall tales, cultural legends, 
personal narratives, and 
fairy tales when hundreds of 
storytellers descend on the Cox 
Business Services Convention 
Center for the 2005 National 
Storytelling Conference, 

Lynn Moroney, cochair of 
the Territory Tellers Executive 
Planning Committee, says 
Oklahoma City was chosen 
because of this year's confer- 
ence theme, "Movin' On: 
Stories of Heart. . .Stories of 
Hope/ 1 taken from Oklahoma's 


state song. The 2005 confer- 
ence falls three months after 
the ten-year anniversary of the 
Murrah building bombing, and 
as part of the related activities, 
participants will tour the bomb- 
ing memorial, 

"IF anyone knows about 
heart and hope, it's Okla- 
homans," says Moroney. In 
keeping with the conference 
theme, attendees will focus 
their performances on tales of 
hope, courage, and overcom- 
ing obstacles. 

The conference is hasted 
by the National Storytelling 
Network and the Territory Tell- 
ers, an Oklahoma storytelling 

An American Indian per- 
former at the 2004 National 
Storytelling Conference 



group, and will contain five 
days of workshops, speeches, 
activities, and "concerts," story- 
teller terminology for perfor- 
mances. Five general sessions 
and a Thursday evening 
concert are free and open to 
the public. 

Moroney says the confer- 
ence is geared toward not 
only those who tell sto- 
ries but those who love 


hearing them, "We all have 
our own stories/' she says. 
"We may not choose the plot 
or the characters, but we oil 
have the power to choose 
how our stories will end," 

— Diana Crowson 


The conference will be July 
13 to 17 at the Cox Business 
Services Convention Center . 
f 405J 524 2152. 
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Tonit Homes 
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Spencer Theater fa 
the Performing tri 


H^&^thcrn Rocky Mountain. 


Robert Trent Jones 11 
IS hole championship golf course 


Rich winter and summer sports 
just minutes away 


Dream lifestyles are limited. 
Reservations now being accepted, 

1-505-257-9313 
1-866-700- VIEW (8439) 
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ENID Grease, July 22-23, 28-30, Gaslight 
Theatre, (580) 234 2307 

FAIRVIEW Naff John Deere Two-Cylinder 
Show, July 15-16, Major County Historical 
Complex. (580) 822-4813 

FAIRVIEW Wranglers Rodeo, July 28-30, 

Rodeo Grounds. (580) 227-2527 

FORT GIBSON 5K Run, Aug 27, Downtown 
(918) 478-4780 

FOSS Christmas in July, July 8-9, Foss State 
Park. (580) 592 4433 

FREEDOM Alabaster Caverns State Park, 6 Miles 
South of Freedom on S.H 50, V? Mile East on 
S.H. 50A. July 7-30, SeJman Bat Watch. Aug 
13, 20, 27, Lantern Tours, (580) 621-3381 

GROVE Cruise to Grove, July 16, Aug 20, Civic 
Center. (918) 786-4626 

GUYMON Open Play Days, July 5, 12,1 9, 26, 
Aug 2, L&M Arena. (580) 468 7673 

JAY Huckleberry Festival, July 1-3, Cltywide. 
(918) 253-8698 

KETCHUM Oklahoma's Largest Firework Show, 
July 2, Duck Creek on Grand Lake. (91 8) 
782-3214 

Me LOUD Blackberry Festival, July 2-4. Veterans 
Park. (405) 964-6566 

MIAMI Oklahoma Eight Man All-Star Football 
Game, July 16, NEO Robertson Field, (918) 
542-4481 

MOORE Art in the Park Festival, July 2-4, Buck 
Thomas Memorial Park. (405) 793-5224 

OKMULGEE Invitational Rodeo, Aug 12-13, 
Claude Cox Arena (91 8) 756-0761 


OOLOGAH Will Rogers Fly-In H Aug 14, Will 
Rogers Birthplace Ranch. (918) 341-0719 
PAWHU5KA Cavalcade Street Dance, July 20, 
Downtown (918) 287-1208 
PAWNEE Cattle Drive & Trail Ride, Aug 6-11, 
Downtown, (9 1 8) 762-2 1 08 
PAWNEE Pawnee Bill Memorial Rodeo, Aug 1 1 
13, Pawnee take Park, (918) 762-2108 
PONCA CITY 101 Wild West Rodeo, Aug 18- 
20, Rodeo Grounds [580) 763-7443 
PURCELL 5K Lake Run, July 2, City Lake. (405) 
527-7128 

RUSH SPRINGS Watermelon Festival, Aug 13, 
Jeff Davis Pork. (580) 476-3 103 
SALLI SAW iPRA Lions Club Rodeo, Aug 4-6, 
Rodeo Grounds. (91 8) 775-443 1 
SEILING Open Rodeo, Aug 4-6, Flying W 
Arena, (580) 922-7334 
SEMINOLE Seminole Nation Days, Aug 4-7, 
Mekusu key Mission Grounds. (405) 257-6287 


SPENCER Ice Cream Social, Aug 27, Spencer 
Museum, (405) 771 4576 

STILLWATER Payne County Fair, Aug 29-3 1 , 
Expo Center (405) 377-1275 

STRATFORD Peach Festival, July 14-16, Ctly 
Park. (580) 759-3300 

TAHLEQUAH Cherokee Heritage Center, 

2 1 1 92 S Keeler July 1 -Aug 3 1 , Trail of Tears 
Drama. July 1 6, Indian Arts Appraisal Day 
(91 8) 456-6007 

TUTTLE Ice Cream Festival, July 4, Schrock Park, 
(405) 381-4600 

VALUANT Watermelon Festival, Aug 6. City 
Pork. (580) 933-7271 

WAGONER Oklahoma State Fiddlers Jam, Aug 
1 8-21 , Western Hills Guest Ranch. (91 8) 
772-2545 

WAYNOKA Cimarron River Stampede Rodeo, 
Aug I M3, Rodeo Grounds. [580] 697 
3349 


Visit oklahomafoday.com or travelok.com for more listings. 

Dates and times ore subject to change; pleas© confirm before attending any event. The Events Guide 
is a free service published on a s pa ce-avai fable basts. To be considered, please mail a notice of the 
event that includes dote, place, address, and both o contact telephone number and a phone number 
that can be published. Notices must arrive at Oklahoma Today three calendar months prior to publi- 
cation (i,e. November/December 2005 events musl arrive by August 1). Events Guide, Oklahoma 
Today, 15 North Robinson, Suite 100, Oklahoma City, OK 73102 Fax: (405) 522-4588 Email 
event5guide@oklahomatoday.c0m We cannot take listings over the telephone 

ANSWERS TO QKT KIDS: PA til" S S "Matching. 1 . B, 2. D. 3. A. 4 C Parks scramble: I Lake 
Texqma, 2. Little Sahara, 3, Red Rock Canyon, 4. Beavers Bend, 5. Alabaster Caverns 
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FRANK LLOYD WRIGHT I T E C T 


FEATURING 


COPPER RESTAURANT + BAR 
INN AT PRICE TOWER 
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A 21 'room, high-deslgn 


boutique hotel located 


inside the Price Tower, 


Frank Lloyd Wright's 


only skyscraper, also 


home to Price Tower 


Arts Center. Call now 


for current specials. 


510 DEWEY AVE, BARTLESVILLE, OK * 877.424.2424 * fNNATPRICET0WER.COM 
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THEEND 


"Segregation is a despicable thing/ 

— Prentice Gautf in the Oklahoma Daily , 1 988 


In 1999, OU honored Pren- 
tice Ga utt by renaming its 
athletic academic center after 
him. Gautf is pictured here 
with OU's associate athletic 
director Dr. Gerald Gurney, 


Head of the Class 

DR. PRENTICE G A UTT/ 1 938-2005 


O N JANUARY 1, 1959, THE SOONERS DEFEATED 
Syracuse 21-6 in the Orange Bowl, and according 
to the next day s Miami Herald, "the mighty Negro 
fullback,” Prentice Gautt, was "the best player on 
the field/ But in the team hotel the next morning, delight nearly 
turned into disaster. 

Dr. George Lynn Cross, O Us seventh president, was sitting in 
the crowded lobby when Gantt walked by. “A rather corpulent 
individual, who may have had too many bloody marys that 
morning, spoke up and said, ‘[Prentice], you black SOB! 1 — he 
didn’t use ‘SOB, 1 he used the words/ said the now-deceased 
Cross in a 1989 interview. "Everyone stiffened. Prentice tensed* 
and you could have heard a pin drop in the lobby/ 

After all, these were racist times, Texas law prohibited Gautt 
from staying in hotels with his Sooner teammates during games 
in the Lone Star State, Afrer his second pregame stay at the 
Skirvin Hotel in Oklahoma City, the hotel staff informed OU 
coach Bud Wilkinson that patron complaints would not allow 
Gautt to return. And as a high school student visiting Norman* 
Gautt had been warned to he out of town by sundown. 

Tension mounted. Cross recalled, "The man walked over and 
put his arm around [Gautt] and said, ‘You black SOB, you're the 
best damn football player fve ever seen on the football field/” 
Gautt relaxed, smiled* and said, "Thank you, sir/ 

At Douglass High School in Oklahoma City, Gautt starred in 
his teams forty-three consecutive victories, played in the state’s 


first integrated high school game, and was the first black student 
co play in the states all-star game. A two-time All -Big 8 player and 
OUs leading rusher in 1958 and 1959, he went on to play for 
the Cleveland Browns in I960 and the St. Louis Cardinals from 
1 961 to 1 967. Gautt was also an Academic All-American who later 
earned masters and doctoral degrees in psycho log) 7 . At the time of 
his death, he was the special assistant to the commissioner of the 
Big 12 Conference, where he often helped players transition to life 
after sports and stressed academic performance for athletes. 

Gautt may not have been OU s first black athlete, but he was 
the first black football player to compete at a university where 
football was king. OU continued to recruit blacks after Gautt 
but was an exception among universities in the South: The 
Southeastern Conference did not field a black athlete until 1 968* 
the Texas Longhorns and Arkansas Razorbacks in 1970* 

Gautt s reserved strength that January morning reflected his 
lifelong attitude. He was a man who stood racism down. As OU 
president David Boren said to the Associated Press after Gautts 
death on March 17, 2005, "His moral courage helped co bring 
racial justice* not only co our state and to intercollegiate athletics, 
but also to our entire nation.” — Robert Henry 

Ihe Oklahoma Sports Museum in Guthrie (315 West Oklahoma ; 
405/260- 1342 or oklahomasportsmuseum.org) and the Barry Switzer 
Center Legends Lobby in Norman (ISO West Brooks; 405/325-2345 
or soonersports.com) showcase displays of Gautt memorabilia . 
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ADJUSTABLE HEADREST 


Group Seating 


Whatever Your Group 


/ou;i C/cciSJO.-: 

or Destination 


Refreshment Galley 


OKLa.H oma/ S 

Premier Charter 
Ser/ice 



Tim i Links Excises Your Expictations 

Book Youa Tims Link Today! 


6560 S.E. 74TH STREET 
OKLAHOMA CITY, OK 73135 
(405) 741 -TIME • (866) 895-TIME 

WWW.GOTIMELINES.COM 


Fewer Seats. 


More Room. 









M uwj* 100% Guatotfel! 


WORLD HEADQUARTERS AT 501 W. ELM, STILLWATER 
PEnn SQUARE MALL, OKLAHOMA CITY • W00DLAI1D HILLS MALL, TULSA 
FREE CATALOG AT 1-800-256- JOES (5637) OR WWW.ESKIMOJOES.COM 


COME SEE STILLWATER! 

CALL THE STILLWATER COnVEIHTOIl ADD VISITORS BUREAU FOR 
A FREE “VISITORS GUIDE” AI1D LODGinC IflFORMATIOn AT 
1 - 80 0 - 11 1-6717 OR VISIT WWW.COME2STILLWATER.COM. 




